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CONSTITUTION 



ADOPTED BY THE 

CONVENTION OF 1885. 

• -4" 

PREAMBLE. > * 

We, the people of the State of Florida, grateful to Almighty;* 
God for our constitutional liberty, in order to secure its bless-. ^ 
ings and to form a more perfect government, insuring domes- * 
tic tranquility, maintaining public order, and guaranteo&rig 
equal civil and political rights to all, do ordain and establish*- ~* ; 
this Constitution. j£~* 

- - ^ 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

Section i. All men are equal before the law, and have cer- 
tain inalienable rights, among which are those of enjoying and 
defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting 
property, and pursuing happiness and obtaining safety. 

Sec. 2. All political power is inherent in the people. Gov- 
ernment is instituted for the protection, security and benefit of 
the citizens, and they have the right to alter or amend the same 
whenever the public good may require it; but the paramount 
allegiance ot every citizen is due to the Federal Government, 
and the people of this State have no power to dissolve its con- 
nection therewith. 

Sec 3. The right of trial by jury shall be secured to all, and 
remain inviolate forever. 

Sec 4. All courts in this State shall be open, so that every 
person for any injury done him in his lands, goods, person or 
reputation shall have remedy, by due course of law, and right 
and justice shall be administered without sale, denial or delay. 

Sec 5. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profes- 
sion and worship shall forever be allowed in this State, and no 
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person shall be rendered incompetent as a witness on account of 
his religious opinions ; but the liberty of conscience hereoy se- 
cured shall not be so construed as to justify licentiousness or 
practices subversive of, or inconsistent with, the peace or moral 
safety of the State or society. 

Sec. 6. No preference shall be given by law to any church, 
sect or mode of worship, and no- money shall ever be taken from 
the public treasury directly or indirectly in aid of any church, 
sect, or religious denomination, or in aid of any sectarian insti- 
tution. 

Sec. 7. The writ of habeas corpus shall be gran table speedily 
and of right, freely and without cost, and shall never be sus- 
pended unless, in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety 
may require its suspension. 

Sec. 8. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines be imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishment or indefinite 
imprisonment be allowed, nor shall witnesses be unreasonably 
detained. r 

Sec. 9. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, ex- 
cept for capital offences, where the proof is evident or the pre- 
sumption great. 

Sec 10. No person shall be tried for a capital crime or other 
felony, unless on presentment or indictment by a grand jury, ex- 
cept as is otherwise provided in this Constitution, and except in 
cases of impeachment, and in cases in the militia when in active 
service in time of war, or which the State, with the consent of 
Congress, may keep, in time of peace. 

Sec. 11. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have 
the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury, in 
the county where the crime was committed, and shall be heard 
by himself, or counsel, or both, to demand the nature and cause 
of the accusation against him, to meet the witnesses against him 
face to face, and have compulsory process for the attendance of 
witnesses in his favor, and shall be furnished with a copy of the 
indictment against him. 

Sec. 12. No person shall be subject to be twice put in jeop- 
ardy for the same offence, nor compelled in any criminal case to 
be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or 
property without due process of law ; nor shall private property 
be taken without just compensation. 

Sec. 13. Every person may fully speak and write his senti- 
ments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that 
right, and no laws shall be passed to restrain or abridge the lib- 
erty of speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions and 
civil actions for libel the truth may be given in evidence to the 
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jury, and if it shall appear that the matter charged as libellous 
is true, and was published for good motives, the party shall Jbe 
acquitted or exonerated. 

Sec. 14. No person shall be compelled to pay co§ts except 
after conviction, on a final trial. 

Sec. 15. The people shall have the right to assemble together 
to consult for the common £ood, to instruct their representatfves, 
and to petition the Legislature for redress of grievances. 

Sec. 16. No person shall be imprisoned for debt except in 
cases of fraud. 

Sec. 17. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, nor any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed. 

Sec. 18. Foreigners shall have the same rights as to the own- 
ership, inheritance and disposition of property in this State as 
citizens of the State. 

Sec. 19. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as 
a punishment for crime, whereof the party has been duly con- 
victed, shall, ever be allowed in this State. 

Sec. 20. The right of the people to bear arms in defence of 
themselves and the lawful authority of the State, shall Hot be 
infringed, but the Legislature may prescribe the manner in which * ^ 

they may be borne. . ^ 

Sec 21. The military shall in all cases and at all times be in ^ s ^ 
strict subordination to the civil power. •** q> 

Sec 22. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, %s o ° 
houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable seizures and Vt > -A^ 
searches, shall not be violated, and no warrants issued but upon c ; O 
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, particularly l >> j 
'describing the place or places to be searched, and the person or ^ 3 
persons, and thing or things to be seized. " r i \ 

Sec 23. Treason against the State shall consist only in levy- V> 
ing war against it, adhering to its enemies, or giving them aid . -- 
and comfort ; and no person shall be convicted of treason ex- 
cept on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or 
confession in open court, and no conviction for treason shall 
work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate. 

Sec 24. This enunciation of rights shall not be construed *to 
impair or deny others retained by the people. 



ARTICLE I. 

BOUNDARIES. 

The boundaries of the State of Florida shall be as follows : 
Commencing at the mouth of the river Perdido ; from thence up 
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the middle of said river to where it intersects the south boundary 
line of the State of Alabama, and the thirty-first degree of north 
latitude; thence due east to the Chattahoochee river; thence 
down the middle of said river to its' confluence with the Flint 
river ; thence straight to the head of the St. Marys river ; thence 
down the middle of said river to the Atlantic ocean ; thence 
southeastwardly along the coast to the edge of the Gulf Stream; 
thence south westwardly along* the edge of the Gulf Stream and 
Florida Reefs to and including the Tortugas Islands ; thence 
northeastwardly to a point three leagues from the mainland ; 
thence northwestwardly three leagues from the land, to a point 
west of the mouth of the Perdido river ; thence to the place of 
beginning. 



ARTICLE II. 

DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

The powers of the government of the State of Florida shall 
be divided into three departments — Legislative, Executive and 
Judicial ; and no person properly belonging to one of the depart- 
ments shall exercise any powers appertaining to either of the 
others, except in cases expressly provided for by this Consti- 
tution 



ARTICLE III. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Section i. The Legislative authority of this State shall be 
vested in a Senate and a House of Representatives, which shall 
be designated, "The Legislature of the State of Florida," and 
the sessions thereof shall be held at the seat of government of 
the State. 

Sec. 2. The regular sessions of the Legislature shall be held 
biennially, commencing on the .first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in April, A. D., 1887, and on the corresponding day 
of every second year thereafter, but the Governor may convene 
the same in extra session by his proclamation. Regular ses- 
sios of the Legislature may extend to sixty , days, but no special 
session convened by the Governor shall exceed twenty days. 

Sec. 3. The members of the House of 'Representatives shall 
be chosen biennially, those of the first Legislature on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, A. D. 1886, and 
thereafter on the corresponding day of every second year. 
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Sec. 4. Senators and members of the House of Representa- 
tives shall be duly qualified electors in the respective counties 
and districts for which they were chosen. The pay of members 
of the Senate and House of Representatives shall not ex- 
ceed six dollars a day for each day of session, and mileage to 
and from their homes to the seat of government, not to exceed 
ten cents a mile each way, by the nearest and most practicable 
route. * 

Sec. 5. No Senator or member of the House, of Representa- 
tives shall, during the time for which he was elected, be ap- 
pointed or elected to any civil office under the Constitution of 
this State, that has been created, or the emoluments whereof 
shall have been increased during such time. 

Sec. 6. Each House shall judge of the qualifications, elections 
and returns of its own members, choose its own officers, and de- 
termine the rules of its proceedings. The Senate shall, at the 
convening of each regular session thereof, choose from among 
its own members ^permanent President of the Senate, who shall 
be its presiding officer. The House of Representatives shall, at 
the convening of each regular session thereof, choose from 
among its own members a permanent Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, who shall be its presiding officer. Each House 
may punish its own members for disorderly conduct; and each 
House with the concurrence of two-thirds of all of its members 
present, may e*xpel a member. 

Sec. 7. No person holding a lucrative office or appointment 
under the United States or this State, shall be eligible to a seat 
in the Legislature of this State. 

Ses. 8. The seat of a member of either House shall be vacated 
,on his permanent change of residence from the district or county 
from which he was elected. 

Sec. 9. Either House during the session may punish by fine 
or imprisonment any person not a member who shall have been 
guilty of disorderly or contemptuous conduct in its presence, or 
of a refusal to obey its lawful summons, but such imprisonment 
shall not extend beyond the final adjournment of the session. 

Sec 10. Either House shall have power to compel the attend- 
ance of witnesses upon any investigations held by itself, or by 
any of its committees; the manner of the exercise of such power 
shall be provided by law. 

Sec. ii. A majority of each House shall constitute a quorum 
to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 
day, and compel the presence of absent members in such man- 
ner and under such penalties as it may prescribe. 
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Sec. 12. Each House shall keep a Journal of its own proceed- 
ings, which shall be published, and the yeas and nays of the 
members of either House on any question shall, at the desire of 
any five members present, be entered on the Journal. 

Sec. 13. The doors of each House shall be kept open during 
its session, except the Senate while sitting in Executive session ; 
and neither shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for 
more than three days, or to any other town than that* in which 
they may be holding their session. 

Sec. 14. An£ bill may originate in either house of the Legis- 
lature, and after being passed in one House may be amended in 
the other. 

Sec 15. The enacting clause of every law shall be as fol- 
lows: "Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Florida." 

Sec. 16. Each law enacted in the Legislature shall embrace 
but one subject and matter properly connected therewith, which 
subject shall be briefly expressed in the title; and no law shall be 
amended or revised by reference to its title "only; but in such 
case the act, as revised, or section, as amended, shall be re- 
enacted and published at length. 

Sec. 17. Every bill shall be read by sections on three several 
days in each House, unless, in case of emergency, two-thirds of 
the House where such bill may be pending shall deem it expedi- 
ent to dispense with this rule ; but the reading o£ a bill by sec- 
tions on its final passage shall in no case be dispensed with, and 
the vote on the final passage of every bill or joint resolution 
shall be taken by yeas and nays, to be entered on the Journal of 
each House; Provided, That any general revision of the entire 
laws embodied in any bill shall not be required to be read by sec- 
tions upon its final passage, and its reading may be wholly dis- 
pensed with by a two-thirds vote; and majority of the members 
present in each House shall be necessary to pass every bill or 
joint resolution; and all bills or joint resolutions so passed shall 
be signed by the presiding officers of the respective Houses, and 
by the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. 

Sec. 18. No law shall take effect until sixty -days from' the 
final adjournment of tfre session of the Legislature at which it 
may have been enacted, unless otherwise specially provided in 
such law. 

Sec. 19. Accurate statements of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the public money shall be attached to and published 
with the laws passed at every regular session of the Legisla- 
ture. 
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Sec. 20. The Legislature shall not pass special or local laws 
in any of the following enumerated cases : that is to say, regula- 
ting the jurisdiction and duties of any class of officers, except 
municipal officers, or for the punishment of crime or misde- 
meanor; regulating the practice of courts of justice, except 
municipal courts; providing for changing venue of civil and 
criminal cases; granting divorces; changing the names of persons; 
vacating roads; summoning and empanneling grand and petit 
juries, and providing for their compensation; for assessment and 
collection of taxes for State and county purposes; for opening 
and conducting elections for State and county officers, and for 
designating the places of voting; for the sale of real estate belong- 
ing to minors, estates of decedents, and of persons laboring un- 
der legal disabilities; regulating the fees of officers of the State, 
and county; giving effect to informal or invalid deeds or wills; 
legitimizing children; providing for the adoption of children; 
relieving minors from legal disabilities; and for the establish- 
ment of ferries. • f^ 

Sec. 21. In all cases enumerated in the preceding section alt^ 
, laws shall be general and of uniform operation throughout the.^ 
State, but in all cases not enumerated or excepted in that section, % i 
the Legislature may pass special or local laws ; Provided, That : 
no local or special bill shall be passed, unless notice of the in- ,J 
tention to apply therefor shall have been published in the local- * ^ 
ity where the matter or thing to be. affected may be situated, ? 
which notice shall state the substance of the contemplated law, 
and shall be published at least sixty days prior to the introduc- 
tion into the Legislature of such bill, and in the manner to be 
provided by law. The evidence that such notice has been pub- 
lished shall be established in the Legislature before such bill- 
shall be passed. 

S£c. 22. Provision may be made by general law for bringing 
suit against the State as to all liabilities now existing or here- 
after originating. 

Sec. 23. Lotteries are hereby prohibited in this State. 

Sec. 24. The Legislature shall establish a uniform system of 
county and municipal government, which shall be applicable, 
except in cases where local or special laws are provided by the 
Legislature that may be inconsistent therewith. 

Sec. 25. The Legislature shall provide by general law for in- 
corporating such educational, agricultural, mechanical, mining 
and other useful companies or associations as may be deemed 
necessary. 

Sec. 26. Laws shall be passed regulating elections, and pro- 
hibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue influence thereon 
from power, bribery, tumult or other improper practice. 
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Sec. 27. The Legislature shall provide for the election by the 
people or appointment by the Governor of all State and county 
officer^ not otherwise provided for by this Constitution, and fix 
by law their duties and compensation. 

Sec. 28. Every bill that may have passed the Legislature 
shall, before becoming a law, be presented to the Governor ; if he 
approves it he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it with his 
objections to the House in which it originated, which House 
shall cause such objections to be entered upon its Journal, and 
proceed to reconsider it ; if, after such reconsideration, it shall 
pass both Houses by a two-thirds vote of members present, 
which vote shall be entered on the Journal of each House, it 
shall become a law. If any bill shall not be returned within five 
days after it shall. have been* presented to the Governor (Sunday 
excepted) the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he had 
signed it. If the Legislature, by its final adjournment prevent 
such action, such bill shall be a law, unless the Governor, within 
ten days after the adjournment, shall file such bill, with his ob- 
jections thereto, in the office of the Secretary of State, who shall 
lay the same before the Legislature at its next session, and if the 
same shall receive two-thirds of the votes present it shall become 
a law. 

Sec. 29. The House of Representatives' shall have the sole 
power of impeachment ; but a vote of two-thirds of all members 
present shall be required to impeach any officer > and all im- 
peachments shall be tried by the Senate. When sitting for that 
purpose the Senators shall be upon oath or affirmation, and no 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of tw.o-thirds 
of the Senators present. The Senate may adjourn to a fixefl 
day for the trial of any impeachment, and may sit fo* the pur- 
pose of such trial whether the House of Repsesentatives be in 
session or not, but the time fixed for such trial shall not be more 
than six months from the time articles of impeachment shall be 
preferred by the House of Representatives. The Chief Justice 
shall preside at all trials by impeachment except in the trial of 
the Chief Justice, when the Governor shall preside. The Gov- 
ernor, Administrative officers of the Executive Department, 
Justices of the , Supreme Court, and Judges of the Circuit Court 
shall be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in office^ 
but judgment in such cases shall extend only to removal from 
office and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust or 
profit under the State ; but the party convicted or acquitted shall 
nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial and punishment ac- 
cording^ law. 
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Sec. 30. Laws making appropriations /or the salaries of pub- 
lic officers and other current expenses of the State shall contain 
provisions on no other subject. 

Sec. 31. The Legislature shall elect United States Senators in 
the manlier prescribed by the Congress of the United States and 
by this Constitution. 

Sec 32. The repeal or amendment of any Criminal Statute 
shall not affect the prosecution or punishment of any crime com- 
mitted before' such repeal or amendment. 

Sec 33. No statute shall be passed lessening the time within 
which a civil action may be commenced on any cause of action 
existing at the time of its passage. 



ARTICLE IV. 



EXECUTIVE department. 



Section i. The Supreme Executive power of the State shall 
be vested in a Chief Magistrate, who shall be styled the Gov- 
ernor of Florida. 

Sec 2. The Governor shall be elected by the qualified elec- 
tors of the State at the time and places of voting for members of 
the Legislature, and shall hold his office for four years from the 
time of his installation, but shall not be eligible for re-election to 
said office the next succeeding term; Provided, That the first 
election for Governor under this Constitution shall be had at the 
time and places of voting for members of the Legislature and 
State officers, A. D. 1888, and the term of office of the Governor 
then elected shall begin on the first Tuesday after the first Mon- 
day in January after his election. 

Sec. 3. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor 
who is not a qualified elector, and who has not been ten years a 
citizen of the United States, and five years a citizen and resident 
of the State of Florida, next preceding the time of his election ; 
Provided, That these limitations of time shall not apply to the 
President of the Senate or Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives when, under this Constitution, the powers and duties of 
Governor shall devolve upon them. 

Sec. 4. The Governor shall be Commander-in-Chief of the 
military forces of the State, except when they shall be called into 
the service of the United States. 

Sec 5. The Governor shall transact all Executive business 
with the officers of the Government, civil and military, and may 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



12 

require information in writing from the administrative officers of 
the Executive Department upon any subject relating to the du- 
ties of their respective offices. 

Sec. 6. The Governor shall take care that the laws be faith- 
fully executed. 

Sec. 7. When any office, from any cause, shall become vacant, 
and no mode is provided by this Constitution or by the laws of 
the State for filling such vacancy, the Governor shall have the 
power to fill such vacancy by granting a commission for the un- 
expired term. 

Sec. 8. The Governor may, on extraordinary occasions, con- 
vene the Legislature by proclamation, and shall in his procla- 
mation state the purpose for which it is to be convened, and the 
Legislature, when organized, shall transact no legislative busi- 
ness other than that for which it is especially convened, or such 
other legislative business as the Governor may call to its atten- 
tion while in session, except by a two-thirds vote of each House. 

Sec. 9. The Governor shall communicate by message to the 
Legislature at each regular session information concerning the 
condition of the State, and recommend such measures as he may 
deem expedient. 

Sec. 10. In case of a disagreement between the two Houses 
with respect to the time of adjournment, the Governor shall have 
power to adjourn the Legislature to such time as he may think 
proper, provided it be not beyond the time fixed for the meeting 
of the next Legislature. 

Sec. 11. The Governor shall have power to suspend the col- 
lection of fines and forfeitures, and grant reprieves for a period 
not exceeding sixty days, for all offences, except in cases of im- 
peachment. In cases of conviction for treason he shall have 
power to suspend the execution of sentence until the case shall 
be reported to the Legislature at its next session, when the Leg- 
islature shall either pardon, direct the execution of the sentence, 
or grant a further reprieve; and if the Legislature shall fail 
ro refuse to make disposition of such case, the sentence shall 
be enforced at such time and place as the Governor may direct. 
He shall communicate to the Legislature, at the beginning of 
every session* every case of fine or forfeiture remitted, or re- 
prieve, pardon or commutation granted, stating the name of the 
convict, the crime for which he was convicted, the sentence, its 
date, and the date of its remission, commutation, pardon or re- 
prieve. 

Sec. 12. The Governor, Justices of the Supreme Court, and 
Attorney-General, or a major part of them, of whom the Gov- 
ernor shall be one, may, upon such' conditions, and with such 
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limitations and restrictions as they may deem proper, remit fines 
and forfeitures, commute punishment and grant pardons after 
conviction, in all cases except treason and impeachment, subject 
to such regulations as may be prescribed by law relative to the 
manner of applying for pardons. 

Sec. 13. The Governor may, at any. time, require the opinion 
of the Justices of the Supreme Court as to the interpretation 
of any portion of this Constitution upon any question affecting 
his Executive powers and duties, and the Justices shall render 
such opinion in writing. 

Sec. 14. All Grants and Commissions shall be in the name and 
under the authority of the State of Florida, sealed with the great 
seal of the State, signed by the Governor, and countersigned by 
the Secretary of State.. 

Sec. 15. All officers that shall have been appointed or elected, ^ Ci 
and that are not liable to impeachment, may be suspended from ^ q^ 
office by the Governor for malfeasance, or misfeasance, or ne- ^0 
gleet of duty in office, for the commission of any felony, or for ^ -*% 
drunkenness or incompetency, and the cause of suspension shall . O 
be communicated to the officer suspended and to the Senate at its \J j 
next session. And the Governor, by and with the consent of v ^ > 
the Senate, may remove any officer, not liable to impeachment, ^ ^ 
for any cause above named. Every suspension shall continue j> 

until the adjournment of the next session of the Senate, unless 
the officer suspended shall, upon* the recommendation of the 
Governor be removed; but the Governor may reinstate the 
officer so suspended upon satisfactory evidence that the charge 
or charges against him are untrue. If the Senate shall refuse to 
remove, or fail to take action before its adjournment, the officer 
suspended shall resume the duties of the office. The Governor 
shall have power to fill by appointment any office, the incumb- 
ent of which has been suspended. No Officer suspended who 
shall under this section resume the duties of his office, shall suf- 
fer any loss of salary or other compensation in consequence of 
such suspension. The suspension or removal herein authorized 
shall not relieve the officer from indictment for any misdemeanor 
in office. 

Sec. 16. The Governor shall appoint all commissioned officers 
of the State Militia, including an Adjutant-General for the 
State. The Adjutant-General shall be the chief officer of the Gov- 
ernor's staff, with the rank of Major-General. His duties and 
compensation shall be prescribed by law ; Provided, That this 
Constitution shall work no vacancy in the office of Adjutant- 
General, as now constituted, until the expiration of the present 
term. 
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Sec. 17. The Governor and the administrative officers of the 
Executive Department shall constitute a Board of Commissioners 
of State Institutions, which Board shall have supervision of all 
matters connected with such institutions in such manner as shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 18. The Governor shall have power to disapprove of any 
item or items of any bills making appropriations of money em- 
bracing distinct items, and the part or parts of the bill approved 
shall be the law, and' the item or items of appropriation disap- 
proved shall be void, unless repassed according to the rules and 
limitations prescribed for the passage of other bills over the 
Executive veto. 

Sec 19. In case of the impeachmet of the Governor, his re- 
moval from office, death, resignation or inability to discharge 
his official duties, the powers and duties of Governor shall de- 
volve upon the President of the Senate for the residue of the 
term, or until the disability sjiall cease; and in case of the im- 
peachment, removal from office, death resignation or inability of 
the President of the Senate, the powers and duties of the office 
shall devolve upon the Speaker of the House of Representatives* 
But should there be a general election for members of the Legis- 
lature during such vacancy, an election for Governor to fill the 
same shall be had at the same time. 

Sec 20. The Governor shall be assisted by administrative 
officers as follows: A Secretary of State, Attorney General, 
Comptroller, Treasurer, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
and Commissioner of Agriculture, who shall be elected at the 
same time as the Governor, and shall hold their offices for 
. the same term ; Provided, That <he first election of such officers 
shall be had at the time of voting for Governor, A. D. 1888. 

Sec 21. The Secretary of State shall keep the records of 
official acts of the Legislative and Executive Departments of 
the government, and shall, when required, lay the same, and all 
matters relative thereto, before either branch of the Legislature; 
and shall be the custodian of the Great Seal of the State. He 
shall also have charge of the Capitol building and grounds, and 
perform such other duties as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec 22. The Attorney-General shall be the legal adviser of 
the Governor, and of each of the officers of the Executive De- 
partment, and shall perform such other legal duties as may be 
prescribed by law. He shall be Reporter for the Supreme Court. 

Sec 23. The Comptroller shall examine, audit, adjust and 
settle the accounts of all officers of the State and perform such 
other duties as may be prescribed by. law. 
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Sec. 24. The Treasurer shall receive and keep all funds, 
bonds, and other securities, in such manner as may be pre- 
scribed by law, and shall (Jisburse no funds, nor issue bonds, or 
other securities^ except upon the order of the Comptroller 
countersigned by the Governor, in such manner as shall be 
prescribed by law. . 

Sec. 25. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall have 
supervision of all matters pertaining to public instruction ; the 
supervision of State buildings devoted to educational purposes, c 

and perform such other duties as the Legislature m%.y provide by ^ 
law. "^ 

Sec. 26. The Commissioner of Agriculture shall perform sucr^ q 
duties in relation to agriculture as may t>e prescribed by law^ qJl 
shall have supervision of all matters pertaining to the public landj^ ^^^ 
under regulations prescribed by law, and shall keep the Bureair J^ 
of Immigration. He shall also have supervision of the State, O 
Prison, and shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed^ 1 
by law. ^} 

Sec. 27. Each officer of this Department shall make a fulfc. ( -y 
report of his official acts, of the receipts and expenditures j^> 
of his office, and of the requirements of the same, to the ^> 
Governor at the beginning of each regular session of the Legis- 
lature, or whenever the Governor shall require it. Such re- 
ports shall be laid before, the Legislature by the Governor at the 
beginning of each regular session thereof. Either House of the 
Legislature may at any time call upon any officer of this de- 
partment for information required by it. 

Sec 28. The administrative officers of the Executive Depart- 
ment, shall be installed on the sa^ie day as the Governor. 

Sec. 29. The salary of the Governor of the State shall be 
thirty-five hundred dollars a year, of the Comptroller two thou- 
sand dollars, of the State* Treasurer two thousand dollars, of 
the Secretary of State fifteen hundred dollars, of the Attorney- 
General fifteen hundred dollars, of the Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture fifteen hundred dollars, of the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction fifteen hundred dollars a year; Provided, That no ad- 
ministrative officer of the Executive Department shall receive 
any additional compensation beyond his salary for any service or 
services rendered the State in connection with the Internal Im- 
provement fund or other interests belonging to the State of 
Florida; Provided, further, That the Legislature may after eight 
years from the adoption of this Constitution increase or decrease 
any or all of said salaries. 
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ARTICLE V. 

JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT. 

Section i. The judicial power of the State shall be vested in 
a Supreme Court, Circuit' Courts, Criminal Courts, County 
Courts, County Judges and Justices of the Peace. 

Sec 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of three Justices, 
who shall be elected by the qualified electors of the State at the 
time and places of voting for members of the Legislature, and 
shall hold their office for the term of six years, except those first 
elected, one of whom, to be designated by lot in such manner as 
they may determine, shall hold his office for two years^ another 
to be designated in like manner for four years, and the third for 
six years, so that one shall be elected every two years after the 
first election. The Chief Justice shall be designated by lot by - 
said Justices, and shall be such during his term of office. The 
first election for said Justices shall take place at the first election 
for members of the Legislature after the ratification of this Con- 
stitution, and their term of office shall begin on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in January after their election. 

Sec 3. No person shall ever be appointed or elected as a 
Justice of the Supreme Court, or Judge of a Circuit Court, or 
Criminal Court, that is not twenty-five years of age and an at- 
torney-at-law. * 

Sec. 4. The majority of the Justices of the ' Supreme Court 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of all business. 
The concurrence of two Justices shall be necessary to a decision. 
The number of terms of the Supreme Court and the times of 
holding the same shall be regulated by law. All terms shall be 
held at the Capital of the State. * 

Sec 5. The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction 
in all cases at law and in equity originating in Circuit Courts, 
and of appeals from the Circuit Courts, in cases arising before 
Judges of the County Courts, in matters pertaining to their pro- 
bate jurisdiction and in the management of the estates of infants, 
and in cases of conviction of felony in the criminal courts, and 
in all criminal cases originating in the Circuit Courts. The 
Courts shall have the power to issue writs of mandamus, certior- 
ari, prohibition, quo warranto, habeas corpus, and also all writs 
necessary or proper to the complete exercise of its jurisdiction. 
Each of the Justices shall have power to issue writs of habeas s 
corpus to any part of the State upon petition by or on behalf of 
any person held in actual custody, and may make such writs re- 
turnable, before himself or the Supreme Court, or any Justice 
thereof, or before any Circuit Judge. 
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Sec. £. The Legislature shall have power to prescribe regula- 
tions for calling into the Supreme Court a Judge of the Circuit 
Court, to hear and determine any matters pending before the 
Court in the place of any Justice thereof that shall be disqualified 
or disabled in such case from interest or other cause. 

Sec. 7. The Supreme Court shall appoint a Clerk who shall 
have his office at the Capital and shall be Librarian of the Su- 
preme Court Library. 

Sec. 8. There shall be seven Circuit Judges, who shall be 
appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate, and 
who shall hold their office for six years. The State shall be di- 
vided into seven Judicial Circuits, and one Judge shall be as- 
signed to each Circuit. Such Judge shall hold at least two terms 
of his court in each county within his Circuit every year, at such 
times and places as shall be prescribed by law, and may hold 
special terms. .' The Governor may, in his discretion, order a 
temporary exchange of Circuits by the respective Judges, or 
order any Judge to hold one or more terms or parts of terms in 
afiy other Circuit than that to which he is assigned. The Judge 
shall reside in the Circuit of which he is Judge. Successors to 
the Judges of the Circuit Courts in office at the ratification of 
this Constitution shall be appointed and confirmed at the first 
session of the Legislature after such ratification. 

Sec. 9. The salary of the Justices of the Supreme Court shall 
be three thousand dollars a year. The salary of each Circuit 
Judge shall be two thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

Sec 10. Until otherwise defined by the Legislature the sev- 
eral Judicial Circuits of the State shall be as follows : 

The First Judicial Circuit shall be composed of the counties of 
Escambia, Santa Rosa, Walton, Holmes, Washington and 
Jackson. 

The Second Judicial Circuit shall be composed of the coun- 
ties of Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, Franklin, Leon, Wakulla 
and Jefferson. 

The Third Judicial Circuit shall be composed of the counties 
of Madison, Taylor, Lafayette, Hamilton, Suwannee and Co- 
lumbia. 

The Fourth Judicial Circuit shall be composed of the counties 
of Nassau, Duval, Baker, Bradford, Clay and St. Johns. 

The P'ifth Judicial Circuit shall be composed of the counties 
of Putnam, Alachua, Levy, Marion and 'Sumter. 

The Sixth Judicial Circuit shall be composed of the counties 
of Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee, Polk and Monroe. 

The Seventh Judicial Circuit shall be composed of the coun- 
ties of Volusia, Brevard, Orange and Dade. 
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Sec. ii. The Circuit Courts shall have exclusive original ju- 
risdiction in all cases in equity, also in all cases at law, not 
cognizable by inferior courts, and in all cases involving the le- 
gality of any tax, assessment, or toll; of the action of eject- 
ment and of all actions involving the titles or boundaries of real 
estate, and of all criminal cases not cognizable by inferior courts ; 
and original jurisdiction of actions of forcible entry and unlaw- 
ful detainer, and of such other matters as the Legislature may 
provide. They shall have final appellate jurisdiction in all civil 
and criminal cases arising in the County Court, or before the 
County Judge, of all misdemeanors tried in Criminal Courts, of 
judgments or sentences of any Mayor's Court, and of all cases 
arising before Justices of the Peace in counties in which there 
is no County Court; and supervision and appellate jurisdiction 
of matters arising before County Judges pertaining to their pro- 
bate jurisdiction, or to the estates and interests of minors, and 
of such other matters as the Legislature may provide. The Cir- 
cuit Courts and Judges shall have power to issue writs of man- 
damus, injunction, quo warranto, certiorari, prohibition, habeas 
corpus and all writs proper and necessary to the complete exer- 
cise of their jurisdiction. 

Sec. 12. The Circuit Courts and Circuit Judges may have 
such extra territorial jurisdiction in chancery cases as may be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 13. It shall be the duty of the Judges of the Circuit 
Courts to report to the Attorney-General at least thirty days be- 
fore each session of the Legislature such defects in the laws as 
may have been brought to their attention, aryl to suggest such 
amendments or additional legislation as may be deemed neces- 
sary. The Attorney-General shall report to the Legislature at 
each session such legislation as he may deem advisable. 

Sec. 14. A Circuit Judge may appoint in each county in his 
Circuit one or more attorneys-at-law, to be Court Commissioners, 
who shall have power in the absence from the county of the 
Circuit Judge, to allow writs of injunction and to issue writs of 
habeas corpus, returnable before himself or the Circuit Judge. 
Their orders in such matters may be reviewed by the. Circuit 
Judge, and confirmed, qualified or vacated. They may be re- 
moved by the Circuit Judge. The Legislature may confer upon 
them further powers, not judicial, and shall fix their compensa- 
tion. 

Sec 15. The Governor, by and with the consent of the Sen- 
ate, shall appoint a State Attorney in each Judicial Circuit, 
whose duties shall be prescribed by law, and who shall hold 
office for four years, There shall be elected in each county a 
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Sheriff, and a Clerk of the Circuit Court, who shall also be 
Clerk of the County Court, except ,in counties where there are 
Criminal Courts, and of the Board of County Commissioners, 
and Recorder and ex-officio Auditor of the County, each of 
whom shall hold office for four years. Their duties shall be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. i 6. There shall be in each county a County Judge who 
shall be elected by the qualified electors of said county at the 
time and places of voting for the county officers and shall hold 
his office for four years. His compensation shall be provided 
for by law. 

Sec. 17. The County Judge shall have original jurisdiction in 
all cases at law in which the demand or value of property in- 
volved shall not exceed one hundred dollars; of proceedings re- 
lating to the forcible entry or unlawful detention of lands and 
tenements; and of such criminal cases as the Legislature may 
prescribe. The County Judge shall have jurisdiction bf the set- 
tlement of the estates of decedents and minors, to order the sale 
of real estate of decedents and minors, to take probate of wills, 
to grant letters testamentary and of administration and guardian- 
ship, and to discharge the duties usually pertaining to courts of 
probate. He shall have the power of a committing magistrate, 
and shall issue all licenses required by law to be issued in the 
county. 

Sec. 18. The Legislature may organize in such counties, as it 
may think proper, County Courts, which shall have jurisdiction 
of all cases at law in which the demand or value of the property 
involved shall not exceed five hundred dollars; of proceedings 
relating to the forcible entry or unlawful detention of lands and 
tenements, and of misdemeanors, and final appellate jurisdiction 
in civil cases arising in the Courts of Justices of the Peace. The 
trial of such appeals may be de novo at the option of appellant. 
The County Judge shall be the Judge of said Court. There 
shall be elected by the qualified electors of said county, at the 
time when the said Judge is elected, a Prosecuting Attorney for 
said county, who shall hold office for four years. His duties and 
compensation shall be prescribed by law. Such Courts may be 
abolished at the pleasure of the Legislature, 
. Sec. 19. When any civil case at law in which the Judge is dis- 
qualified shall be called for trial in a Circuit or County Court, 
the parties may agree upon an attorn ey-at-law, who shall be 
Judge ad litem, and shall preside over the trial of and make or- 
ders in said cause as if he were Judge of the Court. The parties 
may, however, transfer the cause to another Circuit Court or 
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County Court, as the case may be, or may have the case sub- 
mitted to a referee. 

Sec. 20. Any civil cause may be tried before a practicing at- 
torney as referee upon the application of the parties and an or- 
der from the Court in whose jurisdiction the case may be, author- 
izing such trial and appointing such referee. The referee shall 
keep a complete record of the case, including the evidence taken, 
and such record shall be filed with the papers in the case in the 
office of the Clerk; and the cause shall be subject to an appeal 
in manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 21. The County Commissioners of each county shall di- 
vide it into as many Justice Districts, not less than two, as they 
may deem necessary. There shall be elected one Justice of the 
Peace for each of the said districts. He shall hold his office for 
four years. 

Sec. 22*. In each county where there is no County Court, as 
provided for in section eighteen of this Article, the Justices of 
the Peace shall have jurisdiction in cases at law in which the de- 
mand or value of the property involved does not exceed one hun- 
dred dollars, and in which the cause of action accrued, or the. 
defendant resides, in his district ; and in such criminal cases, ex- 
cept felonies, as may be prescribed by law; and in counties 
where County Courts are established, as provided for in section 
eighten of this Article, every Justice of the Peace shall have ju- 
risdiction in cases at law in which the demand or value of the 
property does not exceed fifty dollars, and in which the cause of 
action accrued, or the defendant resides, in his district ; and he 
shall have power to issue process for the arrest of persons charged 
with crime, and to make the same returnable before himself or 
the County Judge for examination, discharge, commitment or 
bail of the accused. Justices of the Peace shall have power to 
hold inquests of the dead. Appeals from Justice of the Peace 
Courts to Circuit Courts in criminal cases shall be tried de novo 
under such regulations as the Legislature may prescribe. 

Sec. 23. A Constable shall be elected by the registered voters 
in each Justice's district, who shall perform such duties, and un- 
der such regulations as may be prescribed by law.. 

Sec. 24. There shall be established in the county of Escam- 
bia, and upon application of a majority of the registered voters 
in such other counties as the Legislature may deem expedient, a 
Criminal Court of Record, and there shall be one Judge for each 
of the said courts, who shall be appointed by the Governor and 
confirmed by the Senate, who shall hold his office for four years, 
and whose salary shall be one thousand dollars a year, the coun- 
ties paying the salaries. 
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Sec. 25. The said courts shall have jurisdiction of all criminal 
cases not capital which shall arise in said counties respectively. 

Sec. 26. There shall be six terms of said courts in each year. 

Sec. 27. There shall be for each of said courts a' Prosecuting 
Attorney, who shall be appointed by the Governor and confirmed 
by the Senate, and who shall hold his offic*e for four years. His 
compensation shall be fixed by law. 

Sec. 28. All offences triable in said Court shall be prosecuted 
upon information under oath, to be filed by the prosecuting 
attorney, but the grand jury of the Circuit Court for the county 
in which said Criminal Court is held may indict for offences 
triable in the Criminal Court. Upon the finding of such indict- 
ment the Circuit Judge shall commit or bail the accused for 
trial in the Criminal Court, which trial shall be upon informa- 
tion. 

Sec. 29. The County Courts in counties where such Criminal 
Courts are established shall have no criminal jurisdiction and 
no prosecuting Attorney. 

Sec. 30. The Clerk of said Court shall be elected by the elec- 
tors of the county in which the Court is held and shall hold 
office for four years; and his compensation shall be fixed by 
law. He shall also be Clerk of the County Court. The Sheriff 
of the County shall be the executive officer of said Court, and 
his duties and fees shall be fixed by law. 

Sec. 31. The State Attorney residing in the county where 
such Court is held shall be eligible for appointment as County 
Solicitor for said county. 

Sec 32. Such courts may be abolished by the Legislature. 

Sec 33. When the office of any Judge shall become vacant 
from any cause, the successor to fill such vacancy shall be 
appointed or elected only for the unexpired term of the Judge 
whose death, resignation, retirement, or other cause created 
such vacancy. 

Sec 34. The Legislature may establish in incorporated towns 
and cities, courts for the punishment of offences against munici- 
pal ordinances. 

Sec 35. No courts other than those herein specified shall be 
established in this State. 

Sec. 36. All judicial officers in this State shall be conserva- 
tors of the peace. 

Sec 37. The style of all process shall be "The State of 
Florida," and all prosecutions shall be conducted in the name 
and by the authority of the State. 

Sec 38. The number of jurors for the trial of causes in any 
court may be fixed by law but shall not be less than six in any 
case. 
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ARTICLE VI. • 

SUFFRAGE AND ELIGIBILITY. 

Section i. Every male person of the age of twenty-one years 
and upwards, that shall, at the time of registration, be a citizen 
of the United States, or that shall have declared his intention to 
become such, in conformity to the laws of the United States, 
and that shall have resided and had his habitation, domicile, 
home and place of permanent abode in Florida, for one year, 
and in the county for six months, shall in such county be deemed 
a qualified elector at all elections under this Constitution. 

Sec. 2. The Legislature, at its first session after the ratifica- 
tion of this Constitution, shall provide by law for the registra- 
tion of all the legally qualified voters in each county, and for 
the returns of elections ; and shall also provide that after the 
completion, from time to time, of such registration, no person 
not duly registered according to law shall be allowed to vote. 

Sec. 3. Every elector shall at the time of his registration take 
and subscribe to the following oath: "I do solemnly swear or 
affirm that I will protect and defend the Constitution of the 
United States and of the State of Florida, that I am twenty-one 
years of age, and have been a resident of the State of Florida for 
twelve months and of this county for six months, and I am 
qualified to vote under the Constitution and laws of the State of 
Florida." 

Sec. 4. No person under guardianship, non compos mentis or 
insane shall be qualified to vote at any election, nor shall any 
person convicted of felony by a court of record be qualified to 
vote at any election unless restored to civil rights. 

Sec. 5. The Legislature shall have power to, and shall, enact 
the necessary laws to exclude for every office of honor, power, 
trust or profit, civil or military, within the State, and from the 
right of suffrage, all persons convicted of bribery, perjury, 
larceny, or of infamous crime, or who shall make/ or become 
directly or indirectly interested in, any bet or wager, the result 
of which shall depend upon any election ; or that shall hereafter 
fight a duel or send or accept a challenge to fight, or that 
shall be a second to either party, or that shall be the bearer of 
such challenge or acceptance ; but the legal disability shall not 
accrue until after trial and conviction by due foim of law. 

Sec. 6. In all elections by the Legislature the vote shall be viva 

voce, and in all elections by the people the vote shall by ballot. 

Sec. 7. At any election at which a citizen or subject of any 

foreign country shall offer to vote under the provisions of this 

Constitution, if required by any elector, he shall produce to the 
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persons lawfully authorized to conduct and supervise such elec- 
tion a duly sealed and certified copy of his declaration of in- 
tention, and if unable to do so by reason that such copy cannot 
be obtained at the time of said election, he shall be allowed to 
make affidavit before a proper officer, setting forth the reason 
why he is unable to furnish such certificate, and if said affidavit 
prove satisfactory to the inspectors they shall allow said elector 
to cast his vote; and any naturalized citizen offering to vote shall, 
. if so required by any elector, produce his certificate of naturali- 
zation or a duly certified copy thereof, and in the event that said 
elector cannot produce the same, he. shall be allowed to make 
affidavit before a proper officer stating in full the reason why it 
cannot be furnished, and if satisfactory to the inspectors of said 
election such elector shall be allowed to vote. 

Sec. 8. The Legislature shall have power to make the pay- 
ment of the capitation tax a prerequisite for voting, and all such 
taxes received shall go into the school fund. 

Sec. 9. The Legislature shall enact such laws as will preserve 
the purity of the ballot given under this Constitution. 



ARTICLE VII. 

CENSUS AND APPORTIONMENT. 

Section i. The Senators representing the odd numbered dis- 
tricts, as said districts are now designated, whose terms have not 
expired, and those Senators representing even numbered dis- 
tricts, to be elected A. D. 1886, under the Constitution of 1868, 
shall be the first Senate under this Constitution; and the mem- 
bers of the Assembly to be elected A. D. 1886 shall be the first 
House of Representatives under this Constitution, and the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives thus constituted shall be the 
first Legislature under this Constitution, and the terms of office 
of each of the said Senators and members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives shall expire at the election for Senators and mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives A. D. 1888, and in that 
year a new Senate and House of Representatives shall be 
elected. 

Sec. 2. The Legislatures that convene in the year 1889 and 
thereafter, shall consist of not more than thirty-two members of 
the Senate, and of not more than sixty-eight members of the 
House of Representatives. The members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives shall be elected for terms of two years, and members 
of the Senate shall be elected for terms of four years, except as 
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hereafter provided, the elections for members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives to be held at the same time and 
places. The terms of Senators elected in 1888 from districts 
designated by even numbers, shall expire at the end of two years 
from that date, and thereafter all Senators shall be elected for 
four years, so that one-half of the whole number shall be elected 
biennially. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature that shall meet A. D. 1887, and 
those that shall meet every ten years thereafter, shall apportion the 
representation in the Senate, the whole number of Senators not 
to exceed thirty-two members; and at the same time shall also 
apportion the representation in the House of Representatives, 
the whole number of Representatives not to exceed sixty-eight 
members. The representation in the House of Representatives 
shall be apportioned among the several counties as nearly as pos- 
sible according to population; Provided, Each county shall have 
one representative at large in the House of Representatives, and 
no county shall have more than three Representatives. 

Sec. 4. When any Senatorial District is composed of two or 
more counties, the counties of which such district consists shall 
not be. entirely separated by any county belonging to another 
district. Any new county that may be created shall be entitled 
to one member in the House of Representatives, until the next 
apportionment thereafter; and shall be assigned when created to 
one of the adjoining Senatorial Districts as shall be determined 
by the Legislature. 

Sec. 5. The Legislature shall provide for an enumeration of 
all the inhabitants of the State by counties for the year 1895, anc * 
every ten years therafter. 



ARTICLE VIII. 
COUNTIES and cities. 

Section 1. The State shall be devided into political divisions 
to be called counties. 

Sec 2. The several counties as they now exist are hereby rec- 
ognized as the legal political divisions of the State. 

Sec 3. The Legislature shall have power to establish new 
counties, and to change county lines. Every newly established 
county shall be held liable for its proportion of the then existing 
liabilities of the county or counties from which it shall be formed, 
rated upon the basis of the assessed value of the property, both 
real and personal, subject to taxation within the territory taken 
from any county or counties; and e%ery county acquiring addi- 
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tional territory from another county shall be held liable for its 
proportion of the liabilities of such other county existing at the 
time of such acquisition, to be rated upon the basis of the as- 
sessed value of all property subject to taxation within such 
acquired territory. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature shall have no power to remove the 
County Seat of any county, but shall provide by general law for 
such removal; Provided, That in the formation of new counties 
the County Seat may be temporarily established by law. 

Sec. 5. There shall be appointed by the Governor, by and 
with the consent of the Senate, in and for each county, five 
County Commissioners. Their terms of office shall be two years, 
and their powers, duties and compensation shall be prescribed 
by law. The Legislature shall provide for the division of each 
county into five districts, and one County Commissioner shall be 
selected from each of such districts. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall provide for the election by the 
qualified electors in each county of the following county officers: 
A Clerk of the Circuit , Court, a Sheriff, Constables, County 
Assessor of Taxes, a Tax Collector, a County Treasurer, a 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and a County Surveyor. 
The term of office of all county officers mentioned in this section ■ 
shallbe four years, except that of County Assessor of Taxes, 
County Tax Collector and County Treasurer, who shall be elec- 
tor for two years. Their powers, duties and compensation shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 7. The Legislature shall by law authorize the County 
Commissioners of the several counties, where it is deemed nec- 
essary /or assessment purposes, to divide their respective counties, 
into taxation districts, and to appoint in and for each district an 
Assistant Assessor of Taxes, whose powers, duties and compen- 
sation shall be prescribed by law. All county officers, except 
Assistant Assessors of Taxes, shall, before entering upon the 
duties of their respective offices, be commissioned by the Gover- 
nor; but no such commission shall issue to any such officer until 
he shall have filed with the Secretary of State a good and suffi- 
cient bond in such sum and upon such conditions as the Legis- 
lature shall by law prescribe, approved by the County Commis- 
sioners of the county in which such officer resides, and by the 
Comptroller. No county officer shall become security upon the 
ofrlciaLbond of any other county officer. If any person elected 
or appointed to any county office shall fail to give bond and 
qualify within sixty days after his election, the said office shall 
become vacant. 
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Sec. 8. The Legislature shall have power to establish and to 
abolish municipalities, to provide for their government, to pre- 
scribe their jurisdiction and powers, and to alter or amend the 
same at any time. When any municipality shall be abolished, 
provision shall be made for the protection of its creditors. 



ARTICLE IX. 

TAXATION AND FINANCE. 

Section i. The Legislature shall provide for a uniform and 
equal rate of taxation, and shall prescribe such regulations as 
shall secure a just valuation of all property, both real and per- 
sonal, excepting such property as may be exempted by law for 
municipal, educational, literary, scientific, religious or charita- 
ble purposes. 

Sec 2. The Legislature shall provide for raising revenue suffi- 
cient to defray the expenses of the State for each fiscal year, and 
also a sufficient sum to pay the principal and interest of the ex- 
isting indebtedness of the- State. 

Sec 3. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law. 

Sec 4. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury except 
in pursuance of appropriations made by law. 

Sec 5*. The Legislature shall authorize the several counties 
and incorporated cities or towns in the State to assess and im- 
pose taxes for county and municipal purposes, and for no other 
purposes, and all property shall be taxed upon the principles 
•established for State taxation. But the cities and incorporated 
towns shall make their own assessments for municipal purpos.es 
upon the property within their limits. The Legislature may 
also provide for levying a special capitation tax, and a tax on 
licenses. But the capitation tax shall not exceed one dollar 
a year and shall be applied exclusively to common school pur- 
poses. 

Sec 6. The Legislature shall have power to provide for issuing 
State bonds only for the purpose of repelling invasion or sup- 
pressing insurrection, or for the purpose of redeeming or refund- 
ing bonds already issued, at a lower rate of interest. 

Sec 7. No tax shall be levied for the benefit of any chartered 
company of the State, nor for paying interest on any bonds 
issued by such chartered companies, or by counties, or by- cor- 
porations, for the above mentioned purpose. 

Sec 8. No person or corporation shall be relieved by any 
court from the payment of any tax that may be illegal, or Hie- 
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gaily or irregularly assessed, until he or it shall have paid, such 
portion of his or its taxes as may be legal, and. legally and regu- 
larly assessed. 

Sec. 9. There shall be exempt from taxation property to the 
value of two hundred dollars to every widow that has a family 
dependent on her for support, and to every person that has lost 
a limb or been disabled in war or by misfortune. 

Sec. 10. The credit of the State shall not be pledged or loaned 
to any individual, company, corporation or association ; nor shall 
the State become a joint owner or stockholder in any company, 
association or corporation. The Legislature shall not authorize 
any county, city, borough, township or incorporated district to 
become a stockholder in any company, association or corpora- 
tion, or to obtain or appropriate money for, or to loan its credit 
to, any corporation, association, institution or individual. 



ARTICLE X. 

HOMESTEAD AND EXEMPTION. 

Section i. A homestead to the extent of one hundred and' 
sixty acres of land, or the half of one acre within the limits of 
any incprporated city or town, owned by the head of a family 
residing in this State, together with one thousand dollars 7 worth 
of personal property, and the improvements on the real estate, 
shall be exempt from forced sale under process of any court, and' 
the real estate shall not be alienable without the joint consent of 
husband and wife, when that relation exists. But no property 
shall be exempt from sale for taxes or assessments, or for the. 
payment of obligations contracted for the purchase of said prop-, 
erty, or for the erection or repair of improvements on the real 
estate exempted, or for house, field or other labor performed on 
the same. The exemption herein provided for in a city or town 
shall not extend to more improvements or buildings than the res- 
idence and business house of the owner ; and no judgment or 
decree or execution shall.be a lien upon exempted property ex- 
cept as provided in this Article. 

Sec. 2. The exemptions provided for in section one shall in- 
ure to the widow and heirs of the party entitled to such exemp- 
tion, and shall apply to all debts, except as specified in said sec- 
tion. 

Sec 3. The exemptions provided for "in the Constitution of 
this State adopted in 1868 shall apply as to all debts contracted 
and judgments rendered since the adoption thereof and prior to 
the adoption of this Constitution. 
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Sfic. 4. Nothing in this Article shall ]be construed to prevent 
the holder of a homestead from alienating his or her homestead 
so exempted by deed or mortgage duly executed by himself or 
herself, and by husband and wife, if such relation exists; nor if 
the holder be without children to prevent him or her from dis- 
posing of his or her homestead by will in a manner prescribed by 
law. 

Sec. 5. No homestead provided for in section one shall be re- 
duced in area on account of its being subsequently included 
within the limits of an incorporated city or town, without tne 
consent of the owner. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall enact such laws as may be nec- 
essary to enforce the provisions of this Article. 



ARTICLE XI. 

MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY. 

Section i. All property, real and personal, of a wife owned 
by her before marriage, or lawfully acquired afterward by gift, 
devise, bequest, descent, or purchase, shall be her separate prop- 
erty, and the same shall not be liable for the debts of her hus- 
band without her consent given by some instrument in writing 
executed according to the law respecting conveyances by mar- 
ried women. 

Sec 2. A married woman's separate real or personal property 
may be charged in equity and sold, or the uses, rents and profits 
thereof sequestrated for the purchase money thereof; or for 
money or thing due upon any agreement made by her in writing 
for the benefit of her separate property ; or for the price of any 
property purchased by her, or for labor and material used with 
her knowledge or assent in the construction of buildings, or re- 
pairs, or improvements upon her property, or for agricultural or 
other labor bestowed therepn, with her knowledge and consent. 

Sec 3. The Legislature shall enact such laws as shall be nec- 
essary to carry into effect this Article. 



ARTICLE XII. 

EDUCATION. 

Section i. The Legislature shall provide for a uniform sys- 
tem of public free schools, and shall provide for the liberal main- 
tenance of the same. 
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Sec. 2. There shall be a Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
whose duties shall he prescribed by law, and whose term of office 
shall be four years, and until the election and qualification of 
his successor. 

Sec. 3. The Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney-General, 
State, Treasurer and State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
shall constitute a body corporate, to be known as the State Board 
of Education of Florida, of which the Governor ushall be Pres- 
ident, and the Superintendent of Public Instruction Secretary. 
This Board shall have power tpf . remove a^fy ,r$h*oV9inate 
school officer for cause, upon notice to the w&m bent ; and shall 
have the management and investmentsof -anState School Funds 
under such regulations as ma^Npfe^ {^escribed by *law, and such 
supervision of schools of higher gradesvas 1 the law shall provide. 

Sec. 4. The State School Fund, the interest of which shall be 
exclusively applied to the support and maintenance of public 
free schools, shall be derived from the following sources : 

The proceeds of all lands that have been or may hereafter be 
granted to the State by the United States for public school pur- 
poses. 

Donations to the State when the purpose is not specified. 

Appropriations by the State. 

The proceeds of escheated property or forfeitures. 

Twenty-five per cent, of the sales of public lands which are 
now or may be hereafter owned by the State. 

Sec. 5. The principal of the State School Fund shall remain 
sacred and inviolate. 

Sec. 6. A special tax of one mill on the dollar of all taxable 
property in the State, in addition to the other means provided, 
shall be levied and apportioned annually for the support and 
maintenance of public free schools. 

Sec. 7. Provision shall be made by law for the distribution 
of the interest on the State School Fund and the special tax 
among the several counties of the State in proportion to the 
number of children residing therein between the ages of six and 
twenty-one years. 

Sec. 8. Each county shall be required to assess and collect 
annually for the support of public free schools therein, a tax of 
not less than three mills nor more than five mills on the dollar of 
all taxable property in the same. 

Sec. 9. The County School Fund shall consist, in addition to 
the tax provided .for in section eight of this Article, of the pro- 
portion of the interest of the State School Fund and of the one 
mill State tax apportioned to the county ; the net proceeds of all 
fines collected under the penal laws of the State within the 
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county; all capitation taxes collected within the county; and 
shall be disbursed by the County Board of Public Instruction 
solely for the maintenance and support of public free schools. 

Sec. io. The Legiflpfe may provide for the division of any 
county or counties into convenient school districts; anjd.for the 
election biennially of three school trustees, who shall hold their 
office for two years, and who shall have the supervision of all 
the schools within the district;- and for the levying and collec- 
tion of a district school tax, for the exclusive use of public free 
schools within the district, whenever a majority of the qualified 
electors thereof that pay a tax on real or personal property shall 
vote in favor of such levy; Provided, That any tax authorized 
by this section shall not exceed three mills on the dollar in any 
one year on the taxable property of the district. 

Sec. ii. Any incorporated town or city may constitute a 
School District. The fund raised by section ten may be ex- 
pended in the district where levied for building or repairing 
school houses, for the purchase of school libraries and text- 
books, for salaries of teachers, or for other educational purposes, 
so that the distribution among all the schools of the district be 
equitable. 

Sec. 12, White and colored children shall not be taught in 
the same school, but impartial provision shall be made for both. 

Sec. 13. No law shall be enacted authorizing the diversion or 
the lending ot any County or District School Funds, or the ap- 
propriation of any part of the permanent or available school 
fund to any other than school purposes; nor shall the same, or 
any part thereof, be appropriated to or used for the support of 
any sectarian school. 

Sec. 14. The Legislature at its first session shall provide for 
the establishment, maintenance and management of such Nor- 
mal Schools, not to exceed two, as the interests of public educa- 
tiom may demand. 

Sec. 15. The compensation of all county school officers shall 
be paid from the school fund of their respective counties, and all 
other county officers receiving stated salaries shall be paid from 
the general funds of their respective counties. 



ARTICLE XIII. 



PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 



Section i. Institutions for the benefit of the insane, blind 
and deaf, ^nd such other benevolent institutions as the public 
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good may require, shall be fostered and supported by the State, 
subject to such regulations as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. A State Prison shall be established and maintaiued in 
such manner as may be prescribed by law. Provision may be 
made by law for the establishment and maintenance of a house 
of refuge for juvenile offenders; and the Legislature shall have, 
power to establish a home and work-house for common vagrants. 

Sec. 3. The respective counties of the State shall provide in 
the manner prescribed by law for those of the inhabitants that, 
by reason of age, infirmity, or misfortune, may have claims upon 
the aid and sympathy of society. 

Sec. 4. The first Legislature that convenes after the adoption 
of this Constitution shall enact the necessary laws to carry into 
effect the provisions of this Article. 



ARTICLE XIV. 



MILITIA. 



Section i. All able-bodied male inhabitants of the State, be- 
tween the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, that are citizens of 
the United States, or have declared their intention to become citi- 
zens thereof, shall constitute the militia of the State ; but no male 
citizen of whatever religious creed or opinions shall be exempt 
from military duty exrcept upon such conditions as may be pre- 
scribed by law. 

Sec. 2. The Legislature may provide by law for organizing 
and disciplining the Militia of the State, for the encouragement 
of volunteer corps, the safe keeping of the public arms, and for a 
guard for the State Prison. 

Sec. 3. The Governor, by and with the consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint two Major-Generals and four Brigadier-Generals of 
Militia. They shall take rank according to the dates of their 
commissions. The officers and soldiers of the State Militia, when 
uniformed, shall wear the uniform prescribed for the United 
States Army; Provided, That volunteer companies may select 
their own uniforms. 

1 Sec. 4. The Governor shall have power to call out the Militia 
to preserve the public peace, to execute the laws of the State, to 
suppress insurrection, or to repel invasion. 
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ARTICLE XV. 

PUBLIC HEALTH. 

Section i. The Legislature shall establish a State Board of 
Health and also County Boards of Health in all counties where 
it may be necessary. 

Sec. 2. The State Board of Health shall have supervision of all 
matters relating to public health, with such duties, powers and 
responsibilities as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec 3. The County Boards of Health shall have such powers 
and be under the supervision of the State Board to such extent 
as the Legislature may prescribe. 



ARTICLE XVI. 
MISCELLANEOUS provisions. 

Section i. The seat of Government shall be at the City of 
Tallahassee, in the county of Leon. 

Sec. 2. Each and every officer of this State, including the 
members of the Legislature, shall, before entering upon the dis- 
charge of his official duties, take the following oath of office: "I 
do solemnly swear [or affirm] that I will support, protect, and de- 
fend the Constitution and Government of the United States and 
of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold office 
under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faith- 
fully perform the duties of on which I am now 

about to enter. So help me God." 

Sec. 3. The salary of each officer shall be payable quarterly 
upon his own requisition. 

Sec 4. All county officers shall hold their respective offices, 
and keep their official books and records, and the county seats 
of their counties ; and the Clerk and Sheriff shall either reside or 
have a sworn deputy within two miles of the county seat. 

Sec 5. The Legislature may provide for the donation of the 
public lands to actual settlers, but such donation shall not exceed 
eighty acres to any one person. 

Sec 6. The Legislature shall provide for the speedy publica- 
tion and distribution of all laws it may enact. All decisions of 
the Supreme Court, and all laws and judicial decisions shall Jbe 
free for publication by any person. But no judgment of the Su- 
preme Court shall take effect until the opinion of the Court in 
such case shall be filed with the Clerk of said Court. 

Sec 7. The Legislature shall not create any office, the term 
of which shall be longer than four years. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 




33 

Sec. 8. A plurality of votes given at an election of officers 
shall constitute a choice when not otherwise provided by this 
Constitution. 

Sec. 9. In all criminal cases prosecuted in the name of the 
State, where the defendant is insolvent or discharged, the State 
shall pay the legal costs and expenses, including the fees of 
officers, under such regulations as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 10. The Governor, Supreme Court and all the administra- 
tive officers of the Executive Department shall keep their offices 
at the Seat of Government. But in case of invasion or violent 
epidemics the Governor may direct that the offices of the Gov- 
ernment be removed temporarily to some other place. The 
sessions of the Legislature may be adjourned for the same cause 
to some other place, but in case of such removal all the De- 
partments, of the Government shall be removed to one place. 
But such removal shall' not continue longer than the necessity 
for the same shall continue. 

Sec. 11. No extra compensation shall be made to any officer, 
agent, employe, or contractor after the service shall have been 
rendered, or the contract made ; nor shall any money be appro- 
priated or paid on any claim, the subject matter of which shall ; ^ ~^ 
not have been provided for by pre-existing laws, unless such -V 

compensation or claim be allowed by bill passed by two-thirds '-*"> 

of the members elected to each house of the Legislature. (£^ 

Sec. 12. The present Seal of the State shall be and remain the 
Seal of the State of Florida ; and the present State Emblem shall 
be and remain the Emblem of the State of Florida. 

Sec. 13. The sureties upon the official bonds of all the State 
officers shall be residents of, and have sufficent visible property 
unencumbered within the State, not exempt from sale under 
legal process, to make good their bonds ; and the surities upon 
the official bonds of all county officers shall reside within the 
counties where such county officers reside, and have sufficient 
visible property therein unencumbered and not exempt from sale 
under legal process to make good their bonds. 

Sec. 14. All State, County and Municipal officers shall con- 
tinue in office after the expiration of their official terms until 
their successors are duly qualified. 

Sec. 15. No person holding or exercising the functions of any 
office under any foreign Goverment, under the Government of 
the United States, or under any other State, shall hold any office 
of honor or profit under the government of this State ; and no 
person shail hold or. perform the functions of, more than one 
office under the government of this State at the same time; 
Provided, Notaries Public, militia officers, county school officers 
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and Commissioners of Deeds may be elected or appointed to fill 
any legislative, executive or judicial office. 

Sec. i 6. The property of all corporations, except the property 
of a corporation which shall construct a ship or barge canal 
across the peninsula of Florida, if the Legislature should so 
enact, whether heretofore or hereafter incorporated, shall be 
subjept to taxation unless such property be held and used exclu- 
sively for religious, scientific, municipal, educational literary or 
charitable purposes. 

Sec. 17. No person shall hold any office of trust or profit 
under the laws of this State without devoting his personal atten- 
tion to the duties of the same. 

Sec. 18. The Legislature shall provide for deductions from 
the salaries of public officers who neglect the performance of any 
duty assigned them by law. 

Sec. 19. No Convention nor Legislature of this State shall 
act upon any amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States proposed by Congress to the several States, unless such 
Convention or Legislature shall' have been elected after such 
amendment is submitted. ^ 

Sec 20. The Governor and every State officer are hereby 
prohibited from giving certificates of election or other credentials 
to any person, as having been elected to the House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States Congress, or the United States Sen- 
ate, who has not been five years a citizen of the State, and ten 
years a citizen of the United States, and a qualified voter.. 

Sec 21, Deeds and mortgages which have been proved for 
record and recorded according to law, shall be taken as prima 
facie evidence in the courts of this State without requiring proof 
of the execution. A certified copy of the record of any deed 
or mortgage that has been or shall be duly recorded according 
to law shall be admitted as prima facie evidence thereof, and of its 
due execution with like effect as the original duly proved; 
Provided, It be 4 made to appear that the original is not within the 
custody or control of the party offering such copy. 

Sec 22. The Legislature shall provide for giving to median-, 
ics and laborers an adequate lien on the subject matter of their 
labor. 

Sec 23. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in 
any house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war 
except in the manner prescribed by law. 

Sec 24. All marriages between a white person and a negro, 
or between a white person and a person of negro descent to the 
fourth generation, inclusive, are hereby forever prohib^ed. 
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Sec. 25. The term felony, whenever it may occur in this 
Constitution or in the laws of the State, shall be construed to 
mean any criminal offence punishable with death or imprison- 
ment in the State Penitentiary. 

Sec. 26. The .Legislature may make prdvision for the proper 
adjustment and settlement of the claim of the citizens of Ocala 
against the State for certain aid given by the town of Ocala for 
the establishment of the East Florida Seminary in 1852, and con- 
ditional upon its location at the said town. 

Sec. 27. The Legislature shall appropriate at least five hun- 
dred dollars each year for the purchase of such books for the 
Supreme Court Library as the Court may direct. 

Sec. 28. The Legislature may provide for the drainage of the 
land of one person over or through that of another, upon just 
compensation therefor to the owner of the land over which such 
drainage is had. - J * *Sf ** ' 

Sec 29. No private property np^ rjgjfcf of way shall be appro- 
priated to the use of any corporation, or individual until full com- 
pensation therefor shall Jje firsts madey to the owner, or first 
secured to him by deposit of irifchey; wiiich compensation, irre- 
spective of any benefit from jtny irnprovement proposed by such 
corporation or individual/ shall be ascertained by a jury of 
twelve men in a court, 6f* competent jurisdiction, as shall be pre- 
scribed by law. ' 

Sec. 30. The Legislature is invested with full power to pass 
laws for the correction of abuses and to prevent unjust discrimi- 
nation and excessive charges by persons and corporations en- 
gaged as common carriers in transporting persons and property, 
or performing other services of a public nature; and shall pro- 
vide for enforcing such laws by adequate penalties or forfeit- 
ures. 

Sec 31. No railroad or other transportation company or 
common carrier in this State shall grant a free pass, or discount 
the fare paid by the public generally, to any member of the Leg- 
islature, or to any salaried officer of this State, and the Legisla- 
ture shall prohibit the granting or receiving such free pass, or 
fare at a discount, by suitable penalties. 



ARTICLE XVII. 



amendments. 



Secti on i. Either branch of the Legislature, at a regular 
session .thereof, may propose amendments to this Constitution; 
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and if the same be agreed, to by three-fifths of all the members 
elected to each House, such proposed amendments shall be 
entered upon, their respective Journals with the yeas and nays, 
and published in one newspaper in each county where a news- 
paper is published, for three months immediately preceding the 
next general election of Representatives, at which election the 
same shall be submitted to the electors of the State, for approval 
or rejection. If a majority of the electors voting upon the 
amendments at such election shall adopt the amendments, the 
same shall become a part of the Constitution. The proposed 
amendments shall be so submitted as to enable the electors to 
vote on each amendment separately. 

Sec. 2. If at any time the Legislature, by a vote of two-thirds of 
ail the members of both Houses, shall determine that a revision 
of this Constitution is necessary, such determination shall be 
entered upon their respective Journals, with the yeas and nays 
thereon. Notice of said action shall be published weekly in one 
newspaper in every county in which a newspaper is published, 
for three months preceding the next general election of Repre- 
sentatives, and in those counties where no newspaper is published, 
notice shall be given by posting at the several precincts in such 
counties for six weeks next preceding said election. The elec- 
tors at said election may vote for or against the revision in ques- 
tion. If a majority of the electors so voting be in favor of revis- 
ion, the Legislature chosen at such election shall provide by law 
for a Convention to revise the Constitution, said Convention to 
be held within six months after the passage of such law. The 
Convention shall consist of a number equal to the membership 
of the House of Representatives, and shall be apportioned among 
the several counties in the same manner as members of said 
House. 



ARTICLE XVIII. 



SCHEDULE. 



Section i. The Constitution adopted A. D. 1868, with 
amendments thereto, is declared to be superseded by this Con- 
stitution-: But, all rights, actions, claims and contracts, both as 
respects individuals and bodies corporate, shall continue to be 
as valid as if this Constitution had not been adopted. And all 
fines, taxes, penalties and forfeitures due and owing to the State 
of Florida under the Constitution of 1868, shall inure to the use 
of the State under this Constitution. 
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Sec. 2. All laws now in force not inconsistent with this Con- 
stitution shall continue in force until they shall expire by their 
own limitation, or be repealed by the Legislature. 

Sec. 3. All persons holding any office or appointment at the 
ratification of this Constitution shall continue in the exercise of 
the duties thereof, according to their respective commissions or 
appointments, and until their successors are duly qualified, 
unless by this Constitution otherwise provided. 

Sec. 4. Nothing contained in this Constitution shall operate 
to vacate the office of Lieutenant-Governor until the expiration 
of his present term. , 

Sec 5. All vacancies occurring by limitation of terms before 
the general election in 1888 shall be filled as provided for by 
law under the Constitution of 1868. 

Sec 6. The term of office for all appointees to fill vacancies 
in any of the elective offices under this Constitution, shall ex- 
tend only to the election and qualification of a successor at the 
ensuing general election. 

Sec 7. In all cases of electipns to fill vacancies in office such 
election shall be for the unexpired term. 

Sec 8. Upon the ratification of this Constitution the Com- 
missioner of Lands and Immigration shall assume the office of 
Commissioner of Agriculture, and his duties as such shall be 
prescribed by the first Legislature assembled under this Consti- 
tution. 

Sec 9, A general election shall be held in each county in this 
State on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 
A. D. 1888, and every two years thereafter, for all elective State 
and county officers whose terms of office are about to expire, or 
for any office that shall have become vacant. 

Sec. 10. The first election for County Judge, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Sheriff, Tax Assessor, Tax Collector, County 
Treasurer, County Superintendent, of Public Instruction, County 
Surveyor, Justices of the Peace, Constables and all other elec- 
tive County Officers shall.be at the general election in 1888. 

Sec 11. It shall be the duty of the President of this Conven- 
tion immediately on its adjournment to certify to the Governor 
a copy of this Constitution. 

Sec 12. Upon receipt of such certified copy the Governor 
shall forthwith announce the fact by proclamation, to be pub- 
lished in such newspapers in this State as may be deemed requi- 
site for general information, and five printed copies of such Con- 
stitution shall be transmitted by the Secretary of State to the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, and five to the County Judge of each 
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cpunty, which shall be kept on file in their respective offices for 
examination by any person cfcsiring the same. 

Sec. 13. All Courts as now organized and constituted shall 
continue with their jurisdiction until the Legislature shall con- 
form to the requirements of this "Constitution the jurisdiction of 
such Courts as, under this Constitution, are to exercise in whole 
or in part the jurisdiction of Courts now organized. 

Sec. 14. The terms of office of all County Officers, unless 
otherwise provided, shall commence on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in January next after their election. 



ARTICLE XIX. 

LOCAL OPTION. 

Section i. The Board of County Commissioners of each 
county in the State, not oftener than once in every two years, 
upon the application of one-fourth of the registered voters of any 
county, shall call and provide for an election in the county in 
which application is made, to decide whether the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors, wines or beer shall be prohibited therein, the 
question to be determined by a majority vote of those voting at 
the election called under this section, which election shall be 
conducted in the manner prescribed by law for holding general 
elections; Provided, That intoxicating liquors, either spirituous, 
vinous, or malt, shall not be sold in any election district in 
which a majority vote was cast against the same at the said elec- 
tion. Elections under this section shall be held within sixty 
days from the time of presenting said application, but if any such 
election should thereby take place within sixty days of any State 
or National election, it shall be held within sixty days after any 
such State or National election. 

Sec 2. The Legislature shall provide necessary laws to carry 
out and enforce the provisions of section one of this article. 
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ORDINANCES. 



ORDINANCE NO. u 

Section i. This Constitution shall be submitted to the peo- 
ple of the State of Florida for ratification on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November, A. D. 1886, and it shall 
require a majority of the votes cast upon the question to deter- 
mine its ratification or rejection. 

Sec. 2. At such election each qualified elector shall express 
his assent or dissent, by having written or printed upon the 
ticket which he shall vote the words, "For the Constitution," or 
' 'Against the Constitution;" such election being subject to the 
same regulations and restrictions as are now prescribed by law. 
And in case of its ratification by the people, the Governor shall 
forthwith cause proclamation to be made of the fact, and it shall 
go into effect on the first day of January, A. D. 1887. 



ORDINANCE NO. 2. 

Section i. Article XIX shall be submitted to the people, 
when the Constitution is submitted for ratification, to become a 
part of the Constitution, if adopted by a majority of the votes 
cast upon the question, and the ballots of those voting on this 
Article shall have written or printed on them the words, "For 
Article XIX," or "Against Article XIX." 



ORDINANCE NO. 3. 

Be it Ordained by the People of Florida, Represented in Constitu- 
tional Convention: 

Section i. The pay of the members of this Constitutional 
Convention shall be a per diem for attendance of six (j>6. 00) dol- 
lars a day in addition to mileage of ten cents a mile, each way, 
from their places of residence to the Capital and return, estimated 
by the shortest thoroughfare. 

Sec. 2. The pay of the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of 
the Convention and all the Clerks elected by the Convention 
shall be six ($6.00) dollars per diem each, allowing the Secretary 
and Assistant Secretary one day after adjournment to complete 
unfinished business; all Committee Clerks shall receive five 
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($5.00) dollars per diem for the number of days certified by the 
Chairman of the Committee ; the pay of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
shall be six ($6.00) dollars per diem, and the Assistant Sergeant- 
at-Arms shall be five ($5.00) dollars per diem; the pay of the 
Messengers of the Convention shall be four ($4. 00) dollars per 
diem each; the pay of the Door-Keeper shall be five ($5.00) dol-. 
lars per diem; the pay of Pages shall be three ($3.00) dollars per 
diem each; the pay of the Janitor shall be two ($2.00) dollars 
per diem ; the pay of the Chaplain shall be one hundred dollars. 
The Recording Clerk shall complete his work after the adjourn- 
ment of the Convention, under the supervision of the Secretary 
of State, and shall be paid for the same fifty dollars when his 
work is completed. Eighteen dollars shall be paid W. R. Carter 
for services as Assistant Secretary for three days. Messrs. Dorr 
& Bowen shall be paid for printing the amount approved by the 
Committee on Printing, certified by the President and Secretary 
of the Convention. 

Sec. 3. The Comptroller is required to draw his warrant on 
the Treasurer in favor of the officers and employees of this Con- 
vention for the full amount allowed them by section two, and to 
each delegate of this Convention for his pro rata share of the 
amount appropriated by the Legislature, after deducting from said 
amount the amount due said employees and all other expenses, 
including mileage of members, incurred by this Convention. 

Sec. 4. The President is authorized on behalf of this Conven- 
tion to issue certificates signed by himself and countersigned by 
the, Secretary, to each of the members, payable to himself or his 
order, bearing interest at the rate of eight per cent, per annum 
from date, for the amount remaining due on account of the defi- 
ciency of the Legislative appropriation for expenses of this Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 5. The Legislature shall make an appropriation at its 
next session to pay said certificates. 

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained. That the Secretary of this Con- 
vention be and he is hereby authorized to audit the accounts of 
the members and all other expenses. 



Done in open Convention, at Tallahassee, this 3d day of Au- 
gust, A. D. eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and of the inde- 
pendence of the United States the one hundredth and tenth year. 

S. PASCO, President. 
J. E. Yonge, First Vice-President. 
Wm. H, Reynolds, Secretary Convention. 
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W. M. Bennett, 
James R. Challen, 
Norman T. Scott, 
Wm. A. Blount, 
A. E. Maxwell, 
E. Mf Randall, 

A. L. McCaskill, 
W. H. Milton, 
W.'L. Hunter, 
Obadiah Edge, 
J. G. Speer, 

R. F. Taylor, 
John Westcott, 
L. W. Bethel, 
King Wylly, 
Wm. B. Randolph, 
Jeremiah Fogarty, 
E. C. Love, 
John Crews Pelot, 
John C. Richard, 
Joseph M. Tolbert, 
Lewis Wilson, 
Wash M. Ives, 
James F. McClellan, 
J. E. Yonge, 
George I. Davis, 
W. T. Orman, 
Wm. F. Thompson, 
Hugh E. Miller, 
Wrn. R. Bush, 
Robt F. Rogers, 
Henry C. Hicks, 
Jas. Wood Davidson, 
William T. Weeks, * 
E. J. Lutterloh, 
J. R. Herndon, 
Wallace B. Carr, 
J. M. Landrum, 

B. J. Earle, 
Irving Gillis, 
Geo. P. Fowler, 
Jeff Alexis Hendley, 
W. H. Cook, 

John W. Tompkins, 
Thos. E. Clarke, 



A. D. McKinnon, , 
J. P. B. Goodbread, 

B. D. Wadsworth, 
Joseph H. Humphries, 
Theodore Randell, 

B. F. Oliveros, 
F. B. Genovar, 
T. F. Swearingen, 
S. B. Conover, 
M. M. Blackburn, 
Jas. P. Coker, 

C. C. Wilson, * 
John Neel, 

W. H. Hausman, 
PhiljaWalter, 
Jas. tJ Stone, 
^Alex^jjider Bell, 
-Sy^/X. Carter, 
John W. Malone, 
•S. J>Turnbull, 
Wallace S. Jones, 
*R. C. Parkhill, 
Thos. V. Gibbs, 
VEr Q. F. Sanchez, 
E.|L. Odom, 
H: C. Baker, 
Y P. Morgan, 
W. F. Green, 
Angus Paterson, 
John D. Broome, 
Henry W. Chandler, 
J. D. Goss, 
Thos. N. Bell, 
Chas. W. Lewis, 
H. L. Parker, 
Paul Hatch, 
W. B. Tedder, 
Robert Henderson, 
L. D. Carson, 
A. L. Wellman, 
Jno. Parsons, 
A. S, Mann, 
Alex. Zipperer, 
H. H. Duncan, 
T. L. Clarke, 
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Hannibal Rowe, John F. Marshall, 

Robert Robinson, W. A. Hocker, 

John B. Johnston, Daniel Campbell, 

Wm. N. Sheats, Jonathan C. Greeley, 

John P. Wall, M. D. 
The last three names were signed since the Convention ad- 
journed. 



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, j 

r* State of Florida, Tallahassee. ) 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the Con- 
stitution adopted by the Convention of 1885. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed my hand and 
official seal this 8th day of March, A. D. 1887. 

JNO. L. CRAWFORD, 

Secretary of State. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ANALYTICAL INDEX 



OF THE 



Constitution of the State of Florida, 

Adopted by the Convention of 1885. 



By A. H. KING, Member of the Jacksonville Bar, 

E. M. L'ENGLE'S OFFICE. 



PREAMBLE. 

Declaration of Rights. 
Art. I. Boundaries. 

II. Distribution of Powers. 

III. Legislative Department. 

IV. Executive Department. 
V. Judiciary Department. 

VI. Suffrage and Eligibility. 

VII. Census and Apportionment. 

VIII. Counties and Cities. 

IX. Taxation and Finance. 

X. Homestead and Exemptions. 

XI. Married Women's Property. 

XII. Education. 

XIII. Public Institutions. 

XIV. Militia. 

XV. Public Health. 
XVI. Miscellaneous Provisions. 
XVII. Amendments. 
XVIII. Schedule. 
XIX. Local Option. 
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ORDINANCES. 

Art. < Sec. 

Absent Members. — A minority may compel the pres- 
ence of, in such manner and under such penal- 
ties as it may prescribe Ill * ii 

Accusation. — Accused in criminal prosecution shall 
have right to demand nature and cause of ac- 
cusation against him D. of R. ii 

Accused in all criminal prosecutions shall have right 
of speedy and public trial by impartial jury in 
county where crime was committed D. ofR. ii 

Adjournment. — Houses unable to agree upon, Gov- 
ernor shall effect to such time as he may think 
proper IV 10 

Adjournment. — Limitations as to Ill 13 

Adjutant-General shall be chief officer of the Gov- 
ernor's staff, with the rank of Major-General IV 16 

Administrative Officers to assist the Governor, i. e. f 
the Cabinet, who shall be elected at the same 
time as Governor IV 20 

Aged, Infirm, etc. — Counties shall provide respective- 
ly for its own XIII 3 

Allegiance paramount to Federal Government D. ofR. 2 

Alienation of Homesteads. — Nothing in this Constitu- 
tion shall be construed to prevent such by deed 

or mortgage duly executed X 4 

May be disposed of by will when there are no 

children .. ^..^ X 4 

Amendments .tn..C*n*4&^^ XVII * J ^) 

May be proposed by either House. *' , 

Must be agreed on by three-fifths of % all the 

members elected to each House. 
Shall be entered upon Journal with yeas and 

nays. 
Shall be published in each county for three 
months immediately preceding the next gen- 
eral election of Representatives. 
Shall be regularly voted for and carried only 

by a majority of the electors voting. 
Each amendment to be voted for separately...... XVII 1 

Amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
shall not be acted upon by State Legislature 
until a new Legislature shall have been elected, 
after the amendment has been submitted.. XVI 19 
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Appeals from Justice's Court to Circuit Court shall be 
tried de novo. ' 

Appointment under United States. — Person holding 
such shall not be eligible to a seat in the Legis- 
lature Ill 7 

Apportionment of State School Fund shall be made 

among the several counties annually. XII 7 

Apportionment of Senators and members of the House 
of Representatives shall be made by Legislature 
in 1887 and at intervals of ten years thereafter.... VII 3 

Each county shall have one Representative, and 
no county more than three VII 3 

Article XIX — Manner of voting for ,...Ord. 2 

Assemble — Right of people to, to consult for the com- 
mon good... D. ofR. 15 

Assistance of Counsel for Defense. — Accused in crimi- 
nal prosecution shall have D. of R. 11 

Asylums for the insane, blind, etc., and other benev 

olent institutions shall be supported by the State.. XI 1 1 1 

Attainder. — No bilh of, nor ex-post facto law shall ever 

be passed .....D. ofR. 17 

Attainder shall not work corruption of blood nor for- 
feiture of estate D. ofR. 23 

Attorney- General shall report such legislation as he 

may think advisable to the Legislature. V 13 

Attorney for Criminal Court shall be appointed by 
Governor and confirmed by Senate to hold 
office for four years , V 27 

Auditor (ex-officio) of county elected for four years.... V 15 

- B : * 

Bail. — Excessive shall not be required D. of R. 8 

Bail given in all cases except capital where proof is 

evident t>r presumption great.;.. D. ofR. 9 

Ballot. — Elections of people shall be by VI 6 

Bear Arms. — Right of people to, shall not be in- 
fringed D. of R. 20 

Bill. — Any may originate in either House, and after 

passing one may be amended in the other Ill 14 

Bill. — Manner of passing Ill 17 & 28 

Bill of Attainder. — None shall be passed D. of R. 17 

Bill of Rights shall not be construed to impair others 

retained by the people D. ofR. 24 

Boundaries I 

Board of Commissioners. — Who to cpnstitute IV v 1 7 
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Board of Health. — Legislature shall establish for State 

and county XV ' i 

Brigadier- General. -—Four to be appointed by Gov- 
ernor XIV 3 

c 

Cabinet, i. e.\ Administrative Officers, of whom it 

shall consist ......IV 20 

Capital Crimes not cognizable by Criminal Courts.... V 25 

Capitol shall be situated at Tallahassee .• XVI 1 

Capitation Tax. — Legislature may provide for such, 
which shall not* exceed one dollar a year, and 
this shall" be devoted to common school pur- 
poses IX 5 

Legislature has power to make such a prerequi- 
site to voting VI 8 

Census shall be taken by counties in 1895, and at in- 

vals often years thereafter VII 5 

Census and Apportionment 4 

Certificates of Election not to be given by the Gov- 
ernor, or any State officer, to a member of the 
United States Congress who has not been five 
years a citizen of the State and ten , years a 
citizen of the United States XVI 20 

Certified Copy admitted as prima facie evidence of the 
existence of a deed or mortgage when original 
is not available XVI 21 

Church. — No preference by law given to any D. of R. 6 

No money taken from the Treasury in aid of 
any D. ofR. 6 

Chief Justice designated by lot. Qualifications of...V 3 

Chartered Company. — No tax shall be levied- for bene- 
fit of , , IX 7 

Circuit Courts and Judges shall have power to issue 
auxiliary writs necessary to the complete exer- 
cise of its jurisdiction V 11 

Circuit Court Judge may be called into .the Supreme 

Court to fill the place of a disqualified Justice... V ' 6 

Circuit Court shall be composed of sevem circuit 
Judges, who shall be appointed by the Gov- 
ernor V 8 

Circuit Court Jurisdiction. 
I. Exclusive Original. 

1. In all cases at law and in equity not cogniza- 
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ble by the inferior courts .., 

2. In all cases involving the legality of any tax, 
assessment or toll ' . 

3. Of all actions of ejectment and all actions in- 
volving the title or boundary of lands. 

4. Of all criminal cases not cognizable by in- 
ferior courts 

II. Original, — Of all actions of forcible entry, un- 
lawful detainer, and such other as the Legisla- 
ture may provide. 

III. Final Appellate. 

1. In all cases, civil and criminal^ arising in the 
County Court or before the County Judge. 

2. Of all misdemeanors tried in criminal courts. 

3. Of judgments or sentences of any Mayor's 
Court. 

4. Of all cases arising before Justices of the 
Peace in counties in which there is no County 
Judge. 

IV. Supervisory and Appellate of Matters Before the 
\ County Judges. 

1. Pertaining to probate. 

2. Pertaining to the estates and interests of 
minors. 

3. Of such other matters as Legislature may 

provide V 11 

Clerk of Circuit Court, elected for four years. Shall 
be Clerk of County Court except where there 
are Criminal Courts, and also of Board of 
County Commissioners V 15 

Clerk of Criminal Court, elected for four years. Shall 

act for County Court V 30 

Commander-in-Chief of Army. — Governor shall be, of 

the military forces of the State IV 4 

Compensation of Senators and members of the House 
of Representatives shall not exceed six dollars 
for each day of the session, and mileage Ill 4 

Compulsory Process. — Accused shall have for the at- 
tendance of witnesses in his favor D. of R. 11 

Comptroller. — Duties of IV 23 

Commissioner of Lands and Immigration shall assume 
the office of Commissioner of Agriculture upon 
ratification of this Constitution XVIII 8 

Common Carrier. — Legislature shall regulate so as to 

prevent abuses by XVI 30 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



4 8 

Conscience. — Liberty of; how construed D. of R. 5 

Conservators of the Peace. — All judicial officers in the 

State ....V 36 

Constables. — Elected in each Justice's district V 23 

Constitution of 1868 to determine exemptions from 

1868-87 X 3 

Constitution of 1 868 superseded by this XVIII 1 

Contracts. — Law impairing obligation of, shall never 

be enacted D. of R. 17 

Convene Legislature. — The Governor may, upon ex- 
traordinary occasions, by proclamation v . IV 8 

Corruption of Blood. — Conviction of treason shall not 

work ..., ;.D. of R. 23 

Courts open for redress of injury D. of R. 4 

Costs in criminal cases where defendant is insolvent 

or discharged shall be paid by the State XVI 9 

Costs. — No one compelled to pay except after con- 
viction on final trial D. of R. 14 

Cruel, unusual or indefinite punishment shall not be 

allowed ..D.ofR. 8 

County Government. — Legislature shall establish uni- 
form system of ..., ,.III 24 

Courts. — Those mentioned in this Constitution to 

constitute judicial power of the State ;...V 1 

Court Commissioners. — Judge of Circuit Court may 
appoint one or more attorneys to act as such in 
his absence, who may issue writs of injunction 
and habeas corpus returnable before him V 14 

County fudge shall be elected for four years V 16 

County Judge Jurisdiction: 

. I. Original. 

1. In all cases at law, where demand exceeds 
$100.00. 

2. Of proceedings relating to forcible entry or 
unlawful detainer of lands or tenements. 

II. All Other. 

1. Settlements of estates of minors and dece- 
dents. 

2. To order sale of real estate of decedents and 
minors. 

3. To take probate of wills. 

4. Grant letters testamentary and of administra- 
tion ; and the general duties of Courts of Pro- 
bate 

III. Shall have power to issue license, and power 
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of a committing magistrate ". V • 17 

County Attorney elected for four years. V 18 

Counties and Cities VIII 

Qounty Commissioners. — Five appointed by Gover- 
ernor for two years. One selected from each 
of the five districts into which county is di- 
vided ......VIII 5 

County Courts may be organized by Legislature in 
such counties as it may think proper. 
Jurisdiction : 

1. Of cases at law where amount involved does 
not exeed S500. 

2. Of proceedings relating to forcible entry and 
unlawful detainer. 

3. Of misdemeanors. 

4. Appellate jurisdiction from Justice's Courts. .V 18 
County Seat — Legislature shall have no power to 

change VIII 4 

County Officer shall qualify within sixty days after 

elected or office shall become vacant... VIII 7 

County School Tax. — No less than 3 nor more. than 

5 mills XII 8 

County School Fund shall consist of : 

1. County shool tax. 

2. Its due proportion of the interest of the State 
School Fund. 

3. The one mill State tax apportioned to the 
county. 

4. All fines collected under penal laws within 

the county... XII 9 

These shall be disbursed by the "County 
Board of Public Instruction" solely for the 

benefit of public free schools XII 9 

County Board of Health XV 3 

County Officers shall have offices at county seat, and 
the Clerk and Sheriff shall reside or have 
Jsworn deputies within two miles of county 

'K Jseat XVI 4 

Corporations shall be taxed, see exceptions.... XVI 16 

Courts g restricted in number to those mentioned in 

JJUJJJJJ this Constitution V 35 

Courtstnow organized. — How long jurisdiction to con- 
tinue ; xviii 13 

Criminal Court, of Record, shall be established in 
counties of Escambia and such others as the. 
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Legislature may deem expedient. . , V 24 

Criminal Courts shall have jurisdiction of all criminal 

cases, not capital, arising in tne county V 25 

Shall hold six terms in each year V 26 

Criminal Courts existing, County Courts, shall have 

no criminal jurisdiction and no prosecuting ( 

attorney V 29 \ 

Criminal Prosecutions : ' * 

In all, accused shall have right of speedy and pub- 
lic trial by impartial jury in county where 

crime was committed. 

Shall be heard by himself or counsel. 

Right to demand nature and cause of action. 

Shall have compulsory process for the attendance 

of witnesses in his favor. 

Shall be furnished with a copy of IndictmentD of R n 
Credit of State shall not be pledged IX 10 

/T / -^"' '// ' - in r -v. ^TlaJ^i rw L*stJU+<~6^ £ / tZjfjk 
Debt. — No person lmprtsoneafot, except in case of *J a^f-> / 

fraud Dof R 16 ' ** 

Disability of Governor to act on account of impeach- 
ment resignation, or removal. His powers 
and duties shall devolve upon the President 
of the Senate and then upon the Speaker of the 
House , IV 19 

Decisions of Supreme Court and laws shall be free for 

all persons to publish XVI 6 

Declaration of Rights ad init: 

Deeds and Mortgages duly recorded shall be taken 
as prima facie evidence, without requiring 
proof of existence r XVI 21 

Disorderly Conduct. — Each house may punish its own 

members or a stranger for Ill 6&9 

Disqualified Persons Prohibited from Voting : 

1. Persons under guardianship. 

2. Persons non compus 

3. Persons insane. 

4. Persons convicted of felony by a Court of 
Record VI 4 

Distribution of Powers II 

Disagreement between two houses as to time of ad- 
journment, Governor shall adjourn them to such 
time as he may think proper IV 10 

District School Tax imposed at option of voters XII 10 
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Donation of public lands to actual settlers XVI 5 

Doors of each house shall be kept open during ses- 
sions except Senate in Executive Sessions ....Ill 13 

Drainage of land of one person over that of another, 
Legislature may provide for upon just compen- 
sation.... XVI 28 

East Florida Seminary — Settlement of claims of citi- • 

zens of Ocala for aid given to it in 1852 XVI 26 

Education XII 

Elections General. XVIII 9 

Election. — First to be held for certain officers XVIII 10 

Election or appointment shall be provided for officers 

not already provided for VII 27 

Elections by Legislature shall be viva voce, by people 

shall be by ballot VI 6 

Election of Senators and members of House of Rep- 
resentatives to offices, created during their terms 
of office, or emoluments of which have been 
increased, not allowed Ill 5 — 3/ 

Elector. — Any person of the age of 21, a citizen of 
the United States, or who has declared his in- 
tention of becoming such, who shall have dom- 
iciled in this State for one year, and in the 
county for six months, and shall have registered.. VI 1 

pmblem of State.. .....XVI 12 

Exclusive original jurisdiction of Circuit Court (see 
Circuit Court Jurisdiction). 

Enacting clause Ill 15 

Excessive bail shall not be required D of R 8 

Excessive fines shall not be imposed , D of R 8 

Equality of all men before the law D of R 1 

Executive Department. IV 

Exemptions shall inure to the widow and heirs of the 

party entitled thereto X 2 

Expulsion of a member of the Legislature only by a 
concurrent vote of two-thirds of members pres- 
ent Ill 6 

Ex post facto Law. — None shall ever be passed D of R 17 

Extra session may # be called by proclamation of Gov- 
ernor IV 8 

Extra territorial Jurisdiction of Circuit Court and 

Judges in Chancery shall be prescribed by law..V 12 
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F 

Felony. — Any criminal offense punishable with death 

or imprisonment in penitentiary XVI 25 

Fines — Excessive not imposed D of R 8 

Foreigner or naturalized citizen attempting to vote 
shall produce a certified copy of his intention to 
become a citizen or make affidavit explanatory 
of its absence VI 7 

Foreigners shall have same rights in reference to real 

property as citizens D of R 18 

Free passes. — No more shall be given to members of 

the Legislature nor to salaried officers XVI 31 

Forfeiture of estate— Attainder shall not work D of R 23 

Freedom of speech and press. — All persons responsi- 
ble for the abuse of. D of R 13 

a 

Government, purposes of. D of R 2 

Governor shall be supreme executive power IV 1 

Elected by qualified voters for four years ....IV 2 

Manner and time of first election and inaugura- 
tion IV 2 

Qualifications of Governor.. IV 3 

Shall be Commander-in-Chief of State forces, 

except when in services of United States IV 4 

May require opinion in writing from the ad- 
ministrative officers of the Executive Department. .IV 5 
Shall transact all executive business with the 

officers of the Government. IV 5 

Shall see that the laws are faithfully executed... IV 6 
Vacancies occurring and no mode provided for 
filling, Governor shall have power to fill by com- 
mission;... IV 7 

On extraordinary occasions may convene Legis- 
lature IV 8 

Shall communicate with Legislature by messagelV 9 
Shall have power to suspend collection of fines 
and grant reprieves except in cases of impeach- 
ment IV 11 

May suspend sentence in case of treason until 

next session of Legislature IV 11 

May require opinion of Justices of Supreme 

Court as to interpretation of the Constitution... IV 13 

Shall appoint all commissioned officers of the 
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State Militia, including Adjutant-General . . ..IV 16 

Has power to disapprove of any item of a bill, 

and this will have same effect as veto IV 18 

Upon disability to act, his duties shall devolve 
upon President of Senate and next upon Speaker 

of the House ; IV 19 

Grants and Commissions — Formalities attending them.JV 14 

Habeas Corpus. — Never suspended except in case of 

invasion or rebellion D. of R. 7 

Hapeas Corpus. — Justices shall have power to issue to 

any part of the "State. V 5 

Heads of Departments.— rGovernor may require infor- 
mation in writing from them upon any subject 

relating to the duties of their officers IV 5 

Homestead and Exemptions X 

Homestead shall not be reduced in area on account of 
being subsequently included within the limits of 
an incorporated town or city without consent of 

owner X 5 

Homestead. — Property exempt as 

i. One hundred arid sixty acres of land in the 
country or one half acre of land in city or 
town. 
* 2. The improvements on such real estate. 
3. One thousand dollars worth of personal prop- 
erty. 

All of which shall be exempt from forced 
sale under process of any court, but not ex- 
empt from sale: 

1. For taxes or assessments. 

2. For the purchase money of the property. 

3. For labor in the erection or repair of improv- 

ments on the land X 1 

House of Representatives. — Legislative authority shall 
be vested in a Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives Ill 1 

House of Refuge for juvenile offenders ...I. ..XIII 2 

1 

Illegal Tax. — No person or corporation shall be re- 
lieved by any court from the payment of such 
until the legal tax has been paid IX 8 
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Impeachment. — Sole power .of, vested in the House 

of Representatives. Trial to be by Senate Ill 29 

Imprisonment. — Indefinite not allowed D. of R. 8 

Inability of Legislature to Adjourn. — Governor shall 

adjorurn it to such day as he shall think proper. IV 10 

Inalienable Rights. 

Personal security. 

Personal liberty. 

Private property and 

The pursuit of happiness D. of R. 1 

Insurrection. — Power to suppress, vested in Gov- 
ernor XIV 4 

Invasions. — Governor shall have power to call out 

militia to repel XIV 4 

Involuntary servitude shall never be allowed except as 

punishment for crime D. of R. 19 

j 

Jeopardy. — No person shall be put twice in jeopardy 

for same offense D. of R. 12 

Journal. — Each house shall keep one Ill 12 

Judiciary Department ^ V 

Judges of Circuit Courts. — Seven shall be appointed 
to hold office for six years. 
Shall hold at least two terms a year. 
May be exchanged temporarily by Governor. 
Shall reside in Circuit of which they are judges. 
Those now in office shall be*turned out at the 
first session of the Legislature after ratification 
of this constitution V 8 

Judges of Circuit Courts shall report defects in laws 
and make suggestions to the Attorney General 
thirty days before sitting of Legislature ..V 13 

Judge adlitum. — Parties may agree upon any attorney 
as such where Judge of Circuit or County Court 
is disqualified V 19 

Judge of Criminal Court appointed by Governor for 

four years. Salary $1000, payable by county... V 24 

Judicial Circuits Designated.... V 10 

Jurisdiction of Circuit Court, (see Circuit Court Juris- 
diction.) 

Jurisdiction of Supreme Court. 
Exclusive appellate. 

1. In all cases at law and in equity and criminal 
cases originating in Circuit Courts. 
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2. Of appeals to Circlet Courts from County 
Courts in matters of probate and in the man- 
agement of estates of infants. 

3. In all cases of conviction in Criminal 
Courts.... . V * 5 

Just Compensation. — Private property shall not be 

taken without...... ... ..XVI 29 

Justices of Supreme Court, elected by the qualified 
electors of the State to hold office for six years. 
Those elected at first election shall hold office 
for two, four and six years respectively . . . . V 2 

Justices of the Peace. — One elected for each justice dis- 
trict, for four years; V 21 

Jurisdiction of: 

I. Where there is no County Court. 

i. In all cases at law where demand does not 

! exceed one hundred r dollars V 22 

2. In such criminal cS&s no felonious as may 

be prescribed by Legislature .........V 22 

II. Where there are^CoUnty Courts. 

1.' In all cases atiawt-^here demand does not , 

exceed fifty doQars^> 
2. To issue process for^the arrest of persons 

charged with crime." 

III. Shall have poweV to Jnrid inquests pver dead 

bodies .v... ir r:.....: .V 22 

Jurors shall not be less* thArf six in any case V 38 

Law. — Time of taking effect Ill 18 

Law. — None shall be enacted authorizing the diver- 
sion or use of the school funds XII 13 

Laws making provision for salaries shall contain • no 

other subject Ill 30 

Laws. Legislature shall provide for the publication and 

distribution of \ ...XVI 6 

Laws now in force not inconsistent with this Consti- 
tution shall continue so until they expire or are 

repealed XVIII 2 

Law. — Each enacted to embrace but one subject..... Ill 16 

Legislative Department ..Ill 

Legislature to Elect U. S. Senators Ill 31 

Legislature shall provide by general law for incorpora- 
ting companies and associations.... Ill 25 

Legislature of 1889 and thereafter to be composed of 
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not more than thirty-two Senators and sixty- 
eight members of the House of Representa- 
tives „ VII 2 

Legislature shall have power to establish new counties 

and to change county lines VIII 3 

Legislature may prescribe manner in which people 

shall bear arms D. of R. 20 

Legal adviser of Governor, Attorney-General, shall bel V 2 2 
Life, Liberty and Property, — No person shall be de- 
prived of without due process of law D. of R. 12 

Libel, in trial for, truth maybe pleaded' as defense... D. of R. 13 

Liability of Counties. —How determined , VIII 3 

License Tax. — Legislature may provide for i# IX 5 

Lien. — No judgment, or decree, or execution shall 
be such upon exempted property, except as pro- 
vided in Article X, Section 1 of this Const.... *.X 1 
Library of Supreme Court. — Legislature shall appro- 
priate at least $500 a year for the purchase of 

books for XVI 27 

Lieutenant-Governor shall hold office until expiration 

of the present term XVIII 4 

Local or Special Law. — In what cases Legislature 

shall not pass Ill 20 

Lotteries Prohibited. " Ill 23 

Local Option .XIX 

Elections to discover such option shall be held 

biennially XIX 1 

Lucrative Office. — No person holding such under the 
United States or State shall be eligible to a seat 
in the Legislature Ill 7 

M 

Major- Generals*. — Two to be appointed by GovernorXIV 3 

Majority of each House shall constitute a business 

quorum 

Marriages between a white person and a negro, even 

unto the fourth generation, forever prohibited... XVI .24 
Married Women's Property XI 

What shall be considered the wife's separate 
property 

1. All property, real and personal, lawfully ac- 
quired by wife before marriage 

2. All property, real and personal, lawfully ac- 
quired by her after marriage XI 1 

(See Separate Property of Married Woman)... 
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Mechanics? Lien — Legislature shall provide for, on 

subject matter of labor XVI 23 

Meeting of Legislature to be held biennially, com- 
mencing on the first Tuesday after the first Mon- 
day in April, 1887 Ill 2 

Members of the House of Representatives and Sena- 
tors shall be duly qualified electors of counties 
from which they are chosen Ill 4 

Members of the Cabinet shall make a full report to 
the Governor at the beginning of each regular 
session ..IV 27 

Message. — Mode in which the Governor shall com- 
municate with the Legislature at the beginning 
of each regular session IV 9 

Militia. — All able-bodied men between the ages of 
18 and 45 who are citizens, or have declared 
their intention of becoming such, shall constitute 
the militia XIV 1 

Military shall at all times be in strict subordination 

to the civil power ,D. of k. 21 

Miscellaneous Provisions XVI 

Mode of trial in Criminal Courts V 28 

Misdemeanors, — County Courts shall have jurisdic- 
tion of. IV 16 

Money. — None shall be drawn from treasury except 

in pursuance of appropriations made by law IX 4 

Money shall not be paid out of treasury on any claim 
not provided for, nor extra compensation given 
without a bill passed by two-thirds of both 
Houses XVI ti 

Mortgages. — (See Deeds and Mortgages.) XVI 21 

Municipal Government. — Legislature shall provide for 

a uniform system of. ^..III 24 

Municipal Courts. — Legislature maji establish : V 34 

Municipalities. — Power of Legislature over VIII 8 

1ST 

Neglect of Duty. — Reduction of salary for XVI 1 1 

New Counties. — Powers of Legislature to form; VIII 3 

and representation of ...VII 4 

Normal Schools. — Legislature may provide for 

Number of Members of Legislature in 1889 shall be 
not more than 32 Senators and 68 Members of 
the House of Representatives VII i 
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Oath of officers and members of the Legislature XVI 2 

Oath of registration VI 3 

Obligation of Contracts, — No law impairing shall ever 

be passed ^ D of R 17 

Office of Governor in case of disability to act shall de- > 
volve upon the President of the Senate and then 
upon the Speaker of the House IV 19 

Office Becoming Vacant and no mode provided for re- 
filling, Governor shall have power to fill by 
commission ...IV 7 

Officers of County to be elected: 
Clerk of Circuit Court, 
Sheriff, 
Constables, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
County Surveyor, 

All of whom shall hold office for four years. 
County Assessor of Taxes, 
County Tax Collector, 
County Treasurer, 
Who shall hold office for two years.. VIII 6 

Officers of County, except Assistant Assessor of Taxes, 
shall be commissioned by the Governor and 
shall give a sufficient bond approved by County 
Commissioners , VIII 7 

Officers shall continue in office until a successor is 

appointed XVI 14 

Officer. — No United States nor foreign officer shall 
hold two offices in this State and no person shall 
hold two offices at the same time, except notaries 
public, militia officers, county school officers 
and commissioners of deeds XVI 15 

Office. — No person shall hold without devoting his 

personal attention to its duties XVI 17 

Opinion of Executive Department. — Governor may re- 
quired IV 5 

Original Jurisdiction of Circuit Court a V n 

(See Circuit Court Jurisdiction, II.) 

Ordinances Ad fin. 

Pardoning Board. — Who to constitute IV 12 

Pay of Senators and Members of House of Repre- 
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sentatives Ill 4 

Pay of members, officers and employees of this Con- 
stitutional Convention Ord. 3 

People. — Right to assemble. 

Right to instruct their representatives. * 

Right to bear arms. 

Right to petition redress....: D of R 15 

Political power inherent in the people D of R 2 

Political division of the State to be called counties VIII 1 

Plurality of votes given at an election of officers shall 

constitute a choice when not otherwise providedXVI 8 

Preamble.., 

Presentment or indictment by a grand jury necessary 

before trial in criminal prosecution D of R n 

Press — Liberty of .' D of R 13 ( 

Principal of State School Fund shall remain sacred and 

inviolable XII 5 

Private Property not to be taken without just com- > f7 

pensation, to be determined by jury XVI 29 1) ,]%> ^ 

Probate Jurisdiction. fid L '-' 

Supreme Court shall have final appellate V 5 h f 

Circuit Court shall have supervisory and appel- ' j^. 

late jurisdiction of such ^matters arising before 

County Judge , V 11 

Vested specially in County Court V 17 

Property that may be exempt from taxation ..IX 1 

Prosecutions shall be conducted in the name and by 

the authority of the State V 37 

Public institutions XIII 

Public health XV 

Punishment. — Cruel and unusual never allowed D of R 8 

Public Free Schools. — Legislature shall provide for 

the liberal maintenance of a uniform system XII 1 

Q 

Qualifications of Governor IV 3 

Qualifications of Senators and members of House of 
Representatives : They must be qualified electors 
of the respective counties for which they are 
chosen , Ill 4 

Quartering of soldiers in houses without consent of 
owner not allowed in time of peace, nor in time 
of war, except as prescribed XVI 23 

Quorum. — A majority of each House shall constitute 

a business quorum Ill 11 
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Quorum of Supreme Court.— Two Justices constituteV 4 

Race. — White and colored children shall not be 
taught in the same schools, but impartial provi- 
sion shall be made for both .....XII 12 

Rebellion or Invasion. — Governor shall have power to 

call out militia to suppress and repel XIV 4 

Reconsideration of a Bill. — Legislature shall have 

power of, after veto of the Governor Ill 28 

Receipts and Expenditures. — An accurate statement of 
shall be published with the laws passed at every 
regular session Ill 19 

Recorder. — Elected for four years V 15 

Referee. — Parties may agree upon such when Judge 

is disqualified V 19 

Referee — Any civil cause may be tried before a prac- 
ticing attorney as such, upon application, and 
order from the Court ,.V 20 

Registration rules shall be provided by the Legislature 
at its, first session after the ratification of this 
Constitution VI 2 

Religious Worship. — Free exercise D. of R. 5 

Removal from Office IV 14 

Reprieves — Governor may grant for a period not ex- 
ceeding sixty days*. IV 11 

Representatives — Legislature shall consist of a Senate 

and a House of Representatives Ill 1 

Residence — Change of, by member of either house va- 
cates office Ill 8 

Retrospective Laws touching civil actions not allowed. Ill 33 

Revenue — Legislature shall provide for raising suffi- 
cient to defray expenses of State, and to pay 
principal and interest of existing debt IX 2 

Revision of this Constitution proposed and voted for 

like an amendment •. XVII 2 

Right of people to bear arms in defense of themselves 
and the lawful authority of the State shall not 
be infringed D. of R. 20 

Rights Set Forth in Declaration of Rights. — Enuncia- 
tion of shall not be construed to impair or deny 
others retained by the people D. of R. 24 

8 

Salary of Justices of Supreme Court V 9 
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Salary of Judges of Circuit Court V 9 

Salaries.— AH pa,yob)& quarterly ,.XVI 3 

Salaries of Governor and officers of the Executive 

Department IV 29 

School Districts — Legislature may provide for the di- 
vision of any county into such. Any incorpor- 
ated town may constitute. Tax of tp be levied 
and collected by the School Trustees, and ex- 
pended on improvements of schools..., XII 11 • 

School Officers shall be compensated from the school 

fund of their respective counties. .,„„„..,, ....... .XII 15 

School trustees and convenient school districts shall 
be provided by Legislature. Three to be 

elected biennially , ..XII 10 

School tax of one mill on the dollar shall be levied 

for the support of public free schools XH 6 

Schedule p .: ..... XVHI 

Seal of State .XVI 12 

Searches and seizures — Unreasonable, not allowed D of R 2 2 

Seat of Gowrnment — Shall be at Tallahassee XV I 1 

Security — No county officer shall become such upon 

the official bond of any other county officer VIII 7 

Secretary of State--Duties of. IV 21 

Senators and members of House of Representatives- 
How and when elected VII 1 

Senate and House of Representatives shall constitute 

the Legislature of Florida Ill 1 

Senators aad members of the House shall be duly 
qualified electors of the counties for which they 

are chosen Ill 4 

Sessions of Legislature. Ill 2 

Separate property of married women shall not be sub- 
ject to debts of husband without her consent in 

writing executed according to law XI 1 

Separate property of married women may be charged 
in equity. 

1. For the purchase money thereof. 

2. For money or thing due upon an, agreement 
made by her in writing for the benefit of such 
property. 

3. For the price of any property purchased by 
her. 

4. For labor and material used with her knowl- 
or assent in making improvements upon such 
property. 
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5. For agricultural or other labor bestowed 

thereon with her knowledge or consent .XI 2 

*&mVwdfe~-Involuntary, except as punishment for 

crime, shall nerer be allowed D of R x$ 

Sheriff shall be elected in each county for four years..V *~ z&? 

Slavery shall never be allowed in this State. D o(H- $$ 

Speech—Liberty of '..'. * D ofR>,T$ 

States Attorney appointed by Governor for each cir- 
cuit for four years V 15 

State Bonds— Purposes for which Legislature may is- 
sue IX 6 

State shall not become a joint owner or stock holder 

in any company, association or corporation...... IX 10 

State Board of Health XV 2 

State Board of Education— -Of whom it shall consist... XI I 3 

State "School Fund— How applied and sources from 

which derived XII 4 

State Prison— Establishment and maintenance of. XIII 2 

Style of Process, "The State of Florida." V 37 

Suffrage and Eligibility— VI 

Suit Against the State— Fro vision for ... , Ill 22 

Supreme Court Jurisdiction (See Jurisdiction of Su- 
preme Court). 

Supreme Court— Of whom it shall consist V . % 

Shall have power to issue auxiliary writs V .5 

Supervisory j ur isdiction of Circuit Court s 

(See Circuit Court Jurisdiction. IV) 
Supreme Court shall appoint a clerk, who shall liave 
his office at the Capital, and shall be Librarian 

of the Supreme Court Library. . 4 lV 7 

Sureties shall be required upon official bonds, both 

State and county ,......!. XVI 13 

•t 

Taxation and Finance IX 

Taxes. — None shall be levied except in pursuance of 

law IX 3 

Taxation Districts — Legislature shall by law author- 
ize County Commissioners, when it is deemed 
necessary^ to divide their respective counties into 
such ;. VIII 7 

Temporary Appointments. — Governor shall have pow- 
er to make such for unexpired terms IV 7 

Terms of Senators and members of the House under 

this Constitution VII 2 
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Terms of Office — Commencement of...: XVIII 14 

Term of Office—None shall be created by the Legisla- 
ture with a term of more than four years XVI 7 

Time in which bill becomes law if not returned by 

Governor Ill 28 

Time of Taking Effect of Laws. --Sixty days after final 

adjournment Ill 18 

Towns, Cities and Counties. —Taxes imposed by IX 5 

Treason. —Governor may suspend sentence IV 11 

Treason Against State.— What shall constitute. Two . 
witnesses to same overt act or confession neces- 
sary for conviction D. of R. 23 

Treasurer.— Duties of....... IV 24 

Trial by Jury.-^ Right of. ....D. of R. 3 

Trial for Capital Crime. — Only after presentment 

and indictment by Grand Jury D. of R. 10 

IT 

Uniform rate of Taxation. — Legislature shall provide 

for : , IX 1 

Uniforms of Militia XIV 3 

Unreasonable Searches and Seizures. — Right of people 

to be secure against shall not be infringed D. of R. 22 

Unusual Punishment not Allowed. ^ D. of R. 8 

v 

Vacancy occurring and no mode provided for filling. — 
Governor shall by commission for unexpired 
term.... IV 7 

Vacancy occurring in Judgeship, his successor shall 

fill only for unexpired term V 33 

Vacancies occurring before 1888 shall be filled accord- 
ing to the Constitution of 1868 XVIII 5 

Valuation of Property. — Legislature shall prescribe 

such regulations as shall secure IX 1 

Veto of Governor Ill 28 

Vote of two-thirds of all the members present neces- 
sary to impeach any officer ...Ill 29 

Voting. — Manner of for adoption of this Constitu- 
tion Ord 1 

w 

Warrants. — None issued but on probable cause sup- 
ported by oath particularly discovering place, 
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penmv, or thing to be searohied or seized .JD. of R. £2 

Witness Against Himself. — No person compelled to 

be in any criminal case D. of R. 12 

Witness shall not be unreasonably detained D. of R. 8 

Witness. -^-Attendance of upon any investigation may 

be compelled by either house ..Ill 10 

White and colored children shall not be taught in 
same schools, but impartial provision shall be 
made for both XII 12 

Work House and house for common vagrants shall be 

provided : XIII 2 



Yeas and nays may be entered upon the Journal at 

the desire of any five of the members present. Ill 12 
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